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Legislative Resembly,
Wednesday, 27th October, 1926,

m—

PiGE

Quest ionst anﬂwn;s Meekatharra stock and throitgh

Police Benefit Fund, Beport of Select Commlr.tee
Blils: Public Works Act. Amendment 1R. . 1683
Regerves {No. 2), 3
Roads Closure, Sk
Annust Estimates : Depnnment of Lands |

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS,
Meelatharra Stock Train.

Mr, MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways: What number of bogey frucks
constitute a speeial stoek train ex Meeka-
tharra ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Minimum 10, maximum 30.

Meelatharra Through Train.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, In view of the inconvenience
to0 women and children travelling to and
from Meekatharra, in having to ehange
trains at Mullewa, will the Government
consider the advisability of providing a
through train on this service? 2, Tf net,
why not?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, This has already been considered,
and the present practice adopted. 2, Orig-
inally earriages ran through from Meeka-
{harea to Perth, but for health reasons it
was found neeessary to tranship at Mullewa
to allow carriages to he eleaned. Further-
more the transhipment allows of lighter
carrisges being  hauled bhetween Mullewa
and Meekatharra.

POLICE BENEFIT FUND AND SUPER-
ANNUATION SCHEME.
Report of Select Commillee,

A[r. Hughes presented the report of the
select ocmmittee appointed to inquire inte
the Police Benefit Fund and superannuation
scheme.

Report received and read, and ordered to
be pﬁnted, and to be considered at the next
sitting of the House.
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BILL—PUBLIC WORES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Introduced by Minister for Lands for the
Minister for Works and read a first time.

"BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Reserves (No. 2).
2, Roads Closure.

Transmitted to the Couaeil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement
and on the Annual Tstimates; Mr. Lutey in
the Chair.

Department of Lands, Migration and In-
dustries, Hon, W. C. Angwin, Minister.

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £79,301:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin — North-East Fremantle)
(4.33]: T was hoping that in view of the
information T gave members a few weeks
ago, it would be unnceessary to introduce
the Estimates of the Department of Lands
and Survevs on this oceasion, but I am
afraid that if [ did not do so, some mem-
hers toight take exception. Possibly T may
repeat some of the statements [ made
previously. The annual report of the
Under Seerctary for Lands and Surveyor
Gieneral has heen placed on the Table and
cach member has bheen supplied with
copy. The area selected during the vear
under eonditional purchase and homestead
farms totalled 2,022,006 acres against
1,382,815 acres during the preceding year.
Those ligures are exelusive of group settle-
ment. The total number of new settlers
was 995, The number of blocks allotted by
the Land Board was 425, which necessitated
67 sittinss of the Dhoard. The selections
during the vear have been prineipally i
the Esperance district, north of Koorda,
east of Pithara, east of Xalkalling and
north of Westonia. A fairly large area of
light land has been seleeted during the vear
and many ingniries regarding such land

have been made of Mr. Bostock, the
inspeetor of those areas. Mr. Bostock
has dealt with about 4,600,000 acres

of light land and, in making his report
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to the department, he gave details of
the quality of land, and stated whether
the subsoil was suitable for wheat
growing, and whether the land net snitable
for wheat was suitable for oats and sheep.
Consequently the information supplied has
Leen of great assistunce to applicants for
land. Many inquiries have heen received for
light land and the area taken wp Jast year
was approximately 1,500,000 acres. The
total applications received for land during
the year was 7,567, so the officials of the
department have heen kept fairly busy.
Pastoral leases taken up aggregated 8,906,504
acres compared with 20,841,066 in the pre-
vious year. The decrease was possibly dne
to the drought conditions in that part of the
Btate. A large number of persons have
been applying for land and the inguiries are
continning. The actual applications re-
ceived during the month of Scptember were
as follows: Conditional parchase, 594 ap-
plications for 282,305 acres: homestead
farms, 58 applications for 9,078 acres;
grazing leases, 406 applirations for 48,723
aeres; sundry areas, 50 applications; and
for pastoral leases, 12 applications for
1,270,902 acres. In all, the applications for
the month numbered 760. This is almost a
record for one month.  The districts con-
cerning which applications for land were
principally made, under ec.p. conditions,
were Northam 76,214 acres: Beverley 46,580
acres; Narrogin 10,172 acres; Geraldton
108,327; Esperance 19,208; Southern Cross
17,517; and for grazing areas, Katanning
08355 and Waein 21,8606, Tt will be seen
that the applications have been fairly
sealtered throunghout the State. The revenue
received last year wax £353,327 and the esti-
mated revenue for this vear is £360,000.
The estimated decrease ‘s brought about by
the falling-off in the freights from motor
lorry and group sawmills revenue, and also
ir due lo the fact that timber was cut on
the Prel Estate. Motor carriage to the
groups is now mostly by contract, as well
as the erection of group buildings, the saw-
mills baving been transferred and sold. The
expenditure last year was £72,608, and the
estimated expenditure this year is £79,304,
an inercase of £6,615. The bulk of this in-
trease is due to the reclassification and grade
increases. A considerahle area of land has
been  deelared for State forest pwr-
poses.  In all 159,000 aeres have heen
permanently  dedicated, while 770,000 acres
are in process of being so dealt with,
The classification of other areas is being
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considered by the Survevor General with a
view to areas most suitable for agricultare
and forestry being defined. This is the first
time that so large an area has been dedi-
eated for the purpose of forestry since the
days of responsible government. Pastoral
leases have been appraised to a total of
17,484,800 acres. Only three appeals were
iodged, and one of these was suceessful. The
inspection of pasioral leases with a view to
appraisement is proceeding where necessary.
Close elassification survevs have been carried
out, embracing a totrl of 3,101,806 acres as
against 2,834,204 acres dwring the previous
rear, Surveys are procesding in the Kim-
herley division for tropical agrienlture, and
three parties are now operating there. The
Surveyor (eneral has just visited the conn-
try ont from Lake Grace, where he states
there is a fairly large area of good wheat
land. Tt is his intention to put forward
road survevs to open np this land almost
imwmediately. At a later stage I will read
his report. I now wish fo refer to a very
important matter as it affects Western Aus-
tralia and its future progress, T have re-
terred to the land for which applications
have heen made and approved during the
iast 12 months., We have nearly reached
the end of our tether. Some people are of
opinion that we have any amount of land
that applicants ean take possession of. It
15 true we have a laree area of Crown land
still available, but there are no means of
communication to it, T hope to he able to
convince members that the time is not far
distant when Pavliament will have to con-
sider the advisability of providing transport
for the development of th= large areas that
are still in the hands of the Crown. The
area of selected and cultivable land outside
the 12%% mile radins from existing railwavs
mav now he given. I will first take the areas
north of the eastern railway. There has
keen selected, np to 40 miles from a railway
und bhevond the 1234 mile radius, an area of
609,300 acres. There is still vaeant enlfiv-
able land up to 50 miles comprising 663,600
acres. This area includes the Ejanding and
the Lake Brown-Bullfineh propositions. T
will now take the areas south of the Eastern
1ailway and east of the (ireat Southern rail-
way to the No. 1 rabbit-proof fence. There
has been selected up to 45 miles from a rail-
way and bevond the 1234 mile radius, an
area of 341,400 acres. There is still vacant
cultivable land up to 70 miles from a rail-
way, an area comprising 611,900 acres. Ont-
side the 1214 mile radins from existing rail-
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ways the total area selected, up to 45 miles,
13 950,700 acres, and the area of vacant cul-
tivable land up to 70 miles is 1,263,500 acres.
The vacant ecultivable land is only over
those areas for which close elassifications
have already been made. The Lands
Department officials realise the eclass of
land they bave to deal with, and are
able to report definitely that this land
is suitable for farming purposes. I will
now take the land outside the South-West
Division. The vacant cunltivable land south
of Marvel Loch to Forrestania, on a rough
inspection only, comprises about 920,000
acres, up to 80 miles from a railway. Theze
figures are exelusive of land in the Salmon
Gum and Esperance districts, There 1is
about 1,000,000 acres of land in the Salmon
Gums-Esperanee district that is from 124
miles to 70 miles from a railway, which have
been closcly clussified. At least half of this
area will be suitable for wheat growing. A
considerably larger arves has been woughly
classified. A. large proportion of this is eul-
tivable, but the exact figures are not obtain-
able. There is a very large scope for settle-
meni in Lhis State on lands that have heen
clagsified if railway facililies are afforded.
I have with me an intevesting map, which
has not yet bern seen by members, I shows
mn blue the area of land which was selected
during the lirst 77 years following upon the
foundation of the State. This covers an
area of 12,575,902 acres. There is shown on
the map in red the area of land that has becu
alienated and has been in course of aliena-
tion from the Crown during the last 20 yeaps.
Tt comprises an area of 17,566,890 acres.
This indicates that the total aren of land
alienated and in course of alienation is
30,142,792 acres. The weak point about this
area is the smallness of that which has heen
developed. At the very outside, taking all
the land oui of the 30,000,000 acres, that
which has heen ecleared or pavtly cieared,

sown f[or pasture or eereals, or used for.

grazing 15 something less than 10,000,000
acres. Only Lhis area is in course of de-
velopment. This means that only one-thicl
of the 30,000.000 aeres is at present in use.
The Midland railway Iands come into that,
and also a portion of the Hampton Plains
land. Members will realise that when de-
velopment occurs on the whole area that has
heen taken from the Crown, on which de-
velopment is increasing from year to year,
the wheat production of the State is bound t5
inerease verv considerably, There is also
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bound to be an mcrease in stock proeduclion
and in the development of the wool industry.

Mr, Lindsay: These people ‘are all land
hungry. They have too mueh,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I rather
agree with that. That is what is keeping
many of the farmers poor. They have to
tind a large amount in land rents. The
Leader of the Opposition on two occasions
in this House cndeavoured to get through a
Closer Settlement Bill, * I am pleaged to suy
that the party on this side of the Housd
strongly supported him. [ also endeavoured
to induce Parliament to pass ulmost the same
Bill, with the exception of one eclause, on
enother oceasion, At that time the United
Party and-the Labour Party gave the Bil}
sapport, but unfortunately the . Countey
Party strongh- opposed ii.

Mr. Lindsav: Only with regard to two
clauses. :

The VTAIQTRER ¥R LANDS: The Bil)
was defeated on two oceasions im another
piace. On the thind oeceasion ' it  was <o
amended thrt ** had to be dropped. This
Chamber has done the best it ean by- the
vote of the majority of members to get over
the diffienlty we are faced with, in having «a
large area of approximately 20,000,000 acros
not now in use.

Mr. Sampson: Let us have another shor.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
State ennnnt chand idle. 'We must progress,
and must bring in additional settlers.

Mr. Lindsay: We are doing that every
day. Peaple have heen allpwed to select
areas too great in extent.

The MTINTISTER FOR LANDS: T appeal
{o members to assist me in this direction,
The lands alienated from the Crown cover
an area of 30,142,792 acres. We still have land
available for possible extensions on mixed
farming lines comprising approximately
38,000,000 aeres, belonging to the Crown,
There is land shown on the map running
from Northampton to Zanthus coloured yel-
low. The rainfall in this area ranges from
15 inches to 714 inches. The aren comprisad
is 38,000,000 acres, ahout two-thirds of the
size of Vietoria and a little larger than Ene-
land and Wales, This land is now avail-
able for selection. I gatber from the Sur-
vevor General that approximately 25,000.000
aeres of this land are suitable for wheat
growing.

Mr. Latham: It is too far from a railway.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
whole of it, however, is suilable for farming,
that is for sheep or wheat.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Have you particu-
lars of the rainfall?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Yes.
Tkat aspect has been analysed by the Sur-
veyor (eneral from particulars taken day
by day. The land is subdivided on the map
iuto areas of 714, B, 10 and 15-in. rainfall.

Hon. W, D. Johnsan: The special feature
is at what time of the year the rain falls.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It falls
at the proper time., That is one of the
matters to which the Surveyor General paia
close attention. While we have that area,
and while in faet there is sufficient land
available, hon. members must ask them-
selves this guestion: would any Minister
be justified in recommending settlers to g
out into that area when it is a matter of
impossibility for them to farm suceessfully
unless means of transport are provided?
Without means of transport it cannot
possibly be done.

Mzr. Stubbs: 1t would be madness to send
them out there without railway communica
tion.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yet we
have men by the thousand erying out for
Innd. Never in the history of Western Aus-
tralia have there been more people coming
from the Eastern States and also from over-
seas with money for the purpose of develop-
ing our areas. Apart from light lands
adjacent to railways, the Lands Department
to-day are unable to pui eountry at the
disposal of applicants. That is the posi-
tion. In the interests of the State, the
Parliament of Western Australia musi
authorise further railways so that our
Iands may be developed, or else we must
cease to entice people to come here for
the purpese of taking up land.

Mr. Teesdale : Bnt some people who
previously took uwp land a long way from
railway communication are all right to-
day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
80. We have numbers of settlers now 40
miles from a railway.

The Premter: But the strugple is too
lovg and wastes toe many years of a man's
life.

Mr. Teesdale: The motors have brought
distant lands a great deal nearer.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
the Federal Minister for Works was here
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a fortnight ago, I had the pleasure of
showing him the map T hold In my hand
and also the map which hangs on the wall.
I pointed ont to him that in preparing a
seheme for road-making it is almest im-
possible for a State like Western Aus-
tralia to lay down every road that will be
required for development, and that some
money must be reserved for commencing
development of areas outside the railway
system. [ do not wish people coming to
this State to be led astray; I do not think
any member desires that. I must repeat,
and 1 cannot repeat too often, that unless
something is done on the lines T have
suggested. we mnmst stop further land
settiement in Western Australia, To show
the position, T will read a report addressed
to the Under Secretary for Lands on the
17th September by the Surveyor General—

T have to report having inspected the coun-
try in the vicinity of Lake Damnosa, which has
been rechristened Lake King by the local people,
nccompanied by the members of the Phillips
River road board, two Newdegate settlers, and
Meassrs, Cornell and Corboy, members of the
Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly,
respectively, Mr. Stubbs, M.L.A. for Wagin,
being also of the party. 2, This Lake King
country hns heen the last portion of the large
arca under classification to be dealt with, and
plans showing same have only recently been
lodged at head office. 3, From the inspection
made there appears to be a fairly vousiderable
arca of land suitable for eultivatiun, hut until
T had an opvortunity of inspecring the classi-
fication plans on my return it was impossilile,
of course, to stite even the approgimare aren
of land that might he suitable Tor settlemoent.
From the -classifieation plams it sexms that
there are nbout 160,000 ncres of land suitahle
for settlement, about 60,000 acres of which
arc first-class, timbered with gimlet, blackbutr,
and large mallee, while the balance of the area.
containing about 100,000 aeres, iz almost en-
tirely mallee country, which, however, although
classified as second-class, is in my sopinion suit-
able for wheat growing, although poasibly it
may he necessary to give slightly larger arcas
than for the forest country. 4, From the de-
partment’s experience, however, of gimilar 1and
in the Newdegate district, T am very doubtful
as to whether the Agrieultural Bank will ad-
vance on much of this mallee country, and ble-
fore any active steps are taken to settle it, T
think that the Apricultural Bank trustees sheuld
express an opinion as to the extent to which
they are prepared to go in assisting new set-
tlers. It would be inadvisable, I think, for
this department to subdivide an area which
another Government department would not con-
sider good enough to advanee money upon, 35,
This area is about 60 miles north-west of
Ravensthorpe, and 35 or 40 miles due east of
Newdegate. 6, Before anything could be done
to place settlers on the land. water supplies
and road access would have to be provided, but
a3 T am leaving with the Railway Advisory

L4
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Board at the end of this week, I propose to
put up any recommendations on this matter
on my return. At present, of eourse, the area
is partnuhrh isolated, and 1 cannot express
an opinion just at prcsant as to how it could
be economiealiy served by a railway line, 7,
The approximate locality is shown within red
eircle on lithograph, page 109.

Hon. G. Taxlor: e you know how muech
of the land is personally inspected during
the peregrinations of Parliamentarians?

Mr. Corboyv: Every inch of it. Never
mind about your nonsense.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The in-
spection of Parliamentarians ‘makes n«
differenee, beeause the Surveyor (ieneral
has inspected and classified the area. T
thought it necessary also tn obtain the
views of the Agricultural Bank trustees,
and thex write as lfollows:—

The report has Leen considered by the trus-
tees, and we agree fhat the forest country
and the better class of mallee country is suit-
able for wheat-growing, and will justify Agri-
cultural Bank assistance on the usual lines,
The trustees comsider that the country is too
isolated to warrant development at the pre-

sent time, and are not prepared to authorise
advances until railway facilities are assured.

Mr. Latham: That is seuosible.

Mr. Stubbs: That land is only 33 miles
listant from the Newdegate terminus.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: THon.
nembers must realise that to open up the
:ountry and settle it on eonditions similar
o those under which other parts of the
Jtate were developed, railway facilities must
re provided. PEast and west of the Norse-
nan-Esperance railway the same conditions
wrevail. In fact, that applies to the whole
f that area two-thirds of the size of Vie-
oria; and yet the Lands Department cannot
ecommend settlers to go there. The matter
s one to which Parliament will have to give
ittention at an early date. T do not say that
ailways are required for the whole area im-
nediately, bnt our attention should be
lirected to the subject. We should be able
o say to settlers that so many years hence
hey will be able to get railway communica-
ion, and the seftlers ought to be able to
ely on the promise. Meantime roads could
e cleared to allow of the land being bronght
nto development. T regret very much that
hen I raized this question previously, some
wople disagreed with my view, When I
iade the statement that we had no land
vailable for settlement, various hon. mem-
ers interjected. “That has been =aid for
he last 20 years” However, T have given
an. members fizures covering the last 20
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years. 1 am expecting any day to receive
from the Surveyor General a report as to
roads required for the development of the
area at Lake King. His report will also deal
with the question of water supply.

Mr. Stubbs: Those are the first essen-
tials.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I shall
do everything possible to get the matter at-
tended to at an early date, because my desire
is that people who come here looking for
land shall be immediately placed on the land.
1 shall do my utmost to get the Main Roads
BRoard toe open roads in that district
promptly, thus permitting the large area in
gquestion to be made available.

Hon. C. P. Wanshrough:
available for selection now?

Mr. Corboy: Not yet. Tt is all under re-
servation pending survey.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
50. I do not believe in selection before sur-
vey. East of Kondinin there are hundreds
of thousands of aeres in respect of which
Parliament will be asked to anthorise rail-
way construction to the exient of 25 to
30 miles. Settlers there are now as much as
as 40 and 50 miles out. We have in this
State suffictent fand to accommodate every
person in Australia wanling land for years
to come. Give us the railways to open up
our areas, and the time will not be far dis-
tant when the clamour for land will cease
by reason of everyone having had their re-
guirements satisfied.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :
he all gone.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When it
is all gone we shall have to stop. However,
it is not right that people thronghout Great
Britain and Europe—as well as people in
Western Australia—should be informed that
in this State there are large areas of land
which can be obiained at low rates, and that
when people arrive here locking for land
they should have to wait for months and
months, with a risk of cntirely failing to
get land. Such a state of affairs is not to
the credit of Western Australia, especially
when we have 38,000,000 acres of land which

Is that land

Presently it will

‘can be used, but owing to lack of transport

facilities is not available. We must try to
tremove the prevalent feeling of depression
as to further land settlement.

Mr. Stubbs: Cannot you get money from
the Mieration Commission?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have
applied for some, but have not yet got it.
The Commission are coming here next week.
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I know of intending settlers with money who
have come here and have passed on to Vie-
toria. Of course, T tell such people that they
will not get land in Vietoria,

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: If we had been given
our Closer Settlement Bill, we would be all
right.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1f we had good
government, we would be all right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Govermment are all right. Give us the money
for the necessary railwayvs, and land settle-
ment will go ahead.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I did not mean
vou to hear that interjection.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon.
members know that we have often com-
plained of the action of Australia House in
recommending moneved people to go to the
TLastern States instead of 1o Western Aunstra-
lia. We have a legitimate grievance in that
respect, because properties can be purchased
In Western Australin at considerably less
cost than in the Fast. Vietoria, however,
is the only Australian Stute that to-day has
a scheme under which Australia House ean
tell applicants with money that they ean he
placed on a block as soon as they arrive.
Western Australia is not in that position.

Mr. Stnbbs: TEvidently Vietoria has
bought up some bhig estates.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, and
Victoria has set aside a certain number of
blocks for the Government and so many for
people with monev, Consequently Austra-
lia House is able to tell migrants, “If you
go to Vietoria with a certain amount of
money, you can obtain such and such a block
if von can show you have a certain amount
of money.”  So persons in England who
have money to pul into farming in Australia
will go where they ,can immediately get the
land. Unfortunately we eannot do that for
them in Western Australin.  Actaally we
have the land, if only we had the means of
communication. On the other hand, West-
ern Australia is about the only Australian
State assisting moneyless men to go on the
land. That applies, not only fo newcomers,
but also te Australians;
Anstralians coming frora the Eastern States
to get land here and enjoy the finaneial
assistance offered for its development. Dur-
ing the last few years, since I bave been in
ciose contact with the Lands Department
and the Apricultural Bank, I have come to
question whether it is altogether wise that
the Staté should find all the money for the
development of the land. I believe in assist-

and so we have.
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ing hupecunious settlers, imt we should en-
deavour to induce moneyn| settlers to come
here and so get private money assisting the
development of the land. Over 30,000,000
acres of land has been alicnated from the
(rown, and of that area only 10,000,000 has
been partially developed. I am confident
that if a large proportion of (hose areas had
heen given to people with money, we should
have to-dav a far larger avea developed than
we actually have; for, as the member for
Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) has said, many of
our settlers have more land than they can
tarm. During last year we had from mem-
bers of Parliament a number of demands
that the Surveyor General should go out and
sce some of the areas in their electorates. I
too have Dbeen anxious that the Surveyor
(leneral should sce some of those areas for
himself, The Leader of the Country Party,
together with the member for Albany (Mr.
A. Wansbrough) and Mr. Burvill, M.L.C,
urged tle Surveyor General to visit a part
of the Great Southern distriet. The report
oF that visit, dated 26th October, was placed
in my hands to-day. T regret it is not so
encouraging as the last T read. BStill, it is
of interest. Mr. Camm reports as follows:—

As upproved by the Minister, I left Perth
on the afternoon of the 20th instant for Kat-
anning with a view to inspecting the ecountry
cast of Pingrup and Ongerup at the invitation
of the Katanning and Kent Road Boards, re-
presentatives of  which accompanied me.
Messrs. Thomson and Wanshrough, MaL.A., and
Mr. Burvill, MiL.C,, were also of the party.
2. The idea of the road boarda was, I under-
stand. to demonstrate the wecessity for water
supplies to open up the country east of Fin-
grup and near Lake Magenta, and also to
demanstrate whut was being done with the
light lands in these loealities and alse east of
Ongerup. 3, Two days were spent in inspeet-
ing the land east of Pingrup and Lake Magenta
and, although a considerable portion of the area
west of Lake Magenta is of a poor descrip-
tion, therc is as disclosed by our recent classi-
fications a fair arca of second-class Iand, which
under proper methods of ecultivation would, I
think, return payable crops of wheat, There
are small patches of forest country scattered
throughout the area which in conjunection with
the inferior land would in wmy opinion provide
good holdings, although I am doubtful as to
whether these holdings would meet with the
approval of the Agricultoral Bank trustees,
secing that it would bhe difficult, if not impos-
sible, to put more than 300 or 400 acres of first-
class land in each bloek. There is no doubt,
however, from what T saw in the settled areas
that this inferior land ean be turned inte pro-
fitable use. 4, From Pingrup out to Lake Ma-
genta, however, there is no water other than

.natural surface supplies, and it would be im-

possible for settlers who take up this land
to do much with their blocka .without dams
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being excavated, aud, if we are to proceed
with the settlement of this country, water sup-
piies are essential. 3, There are no dams even
in the land recently thrown open east of Lake
Magenta, and I am afraid thal the department
cannot expect the successful applicants for the
blocks here to take possession of their hold-
ings and proceed with developmental work
during this summer unless dams can be sunk,
I am putting up a recommendation in another
file as to the provision of water supplies for
this area. 6, On our return to Pingrup we
travelled down the rabbit-proof feunce, thenee
southward te Oungerup and then proceeded
easterly to Needilup and on to *‘.Jferramun-
gup,”’ owned by Mr. E. Hassell. The unselec-
ted land in these areas is in my opinion of a
very poor deseription, and I do not see bow it
cun be profitably developed, nor does there seom
to be much of that class of land heing worked
in the selected blocks. The good 1and in these
districts looks very woll, feed being abund-
ant, and what ecreps are growing loock very
good. 7, From Ongerup I proceeded to Borden,
‘and  thenee southerly inspecting the settled
areas along the Salt River. Some very fine
€rops were seen here, and probably one of the
best seasoms this district has had so far as
grass is concorned is now being experienced. 8,
From the Sait River I travelled by car through
the Stirling Range to Mt. Barker, where I
caught the train to Perth. 9, There is nothing
of outstanding interest to report on this trip,
which, as you know, was undertaken at the re-
quest of the local authorities referred to in
paragraph 1, and beyond the provision of water
supplies east of Pingrup, T have nothing of
any moment to recommend. The whole dis-
triet between Pingrup and Pallinup River
scems to be in a very prosperous condition,
shearing was in full swing in most of the pro-
perties passed through, and there is every pro-
speet of an abundant wool clip. From in-
formation given to me by various settiers, the
holdings seem to average about ome sheep to
two aeres, which is particularly good—the con-
tributing factor to this high carrving capaeity
being the case with which water ean be con-
served. 10, The members of the road boards
mentioned, and the varions settlers were most
hospitable, and wero only too ready to afford
every assistance in the way of traunsport.

T regret that the report is'not as enconraging
as oite eounld have wished.

Mr. Lindsay: We are always changing
our views of the quality of larnd.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: I think
the Surveyor General is well aware of that.
T have read the report because some members
contend that all the land down there is good.
The applications that from time to time they
make for railways are based on that conten-
tion.

My. Griffiths: I do nof think the member
for Albany would quite agree with that re-
port.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T am
sure the member for Katanning would not.

61]
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Let me repeat some of the figures 1 gave on
ile Address-in-reply. On the 30th June last
the halances of borrowers from the Agricul-
tural Bauk were, principal £3,359,683, in-
terest £2G9,362, total amount of principal
due for repayvment £433954. That is a
fairly large sum due from one of the most
prosperous sections of the community. Pro-
wverties ahandoned durinz the vear were,
civilians 171, ex-soldiers 204, or a total of
375. The properties sold during the year
rumbered 414, and the debts recovered on
sales equalled £281,882, In the past,” when
! found people coming here from the East-
crn States and overseas in search of im-
proved properties I sent them {o the Agri-
rultural Bauk with 2 view fo their takimg np
abandoned properties. To-day, however,
most of those abandoned properties have
leen sold, and consequently that source of
provision for people coming here has virtu-
ally gone. During the past year losses due
to the writing off and cancelling of debis
have been, principal £14,702, interest £16,922,
or a fotal of £31,624. The total losses of
the hank throngh written off and cancelled
debts amounted to £178.698. I want the
wemher for Williams-Narrogin to take beed
of that, sinee the Leader of the Country
Party is not here.

Mr. Lindsay: That is the total for the
whole of the State.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, the
farmers who have had money from the bank.

Mr. Latham: Does that include soldier
settlement?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: Ii shows that that
section of the industry nceds relief.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On the
contrary, it shows that the relief has been
afforded already. Turning to the remarks
made by the member for Beverley (Mr.
(. P. Wansbrough) last night, T think he is
now satisfied that the bank does advance on
light lands. I want te emphasise that if is
not my duty to instruct the bank as to the
making of advances. Parliament has taken
that entirely out of the hands of the Gov-
ernment. All we ean do is to ask the bank
to consider ceriain things. Personally I do
not intend to instriet the bank in any man-
ner whatever in regard to the making of
advances. Tt makes the position of the
Minister a little difficalt when members go
into the eountry and sav the Government,
it thev so desire, ean inctruct the bank to
make fuoll advances.
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Mr. Corboy: That has been done quife
recently by the Leader of the Country Party.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Farmers
have visited me on bank business and have
explained they were sent to me because I
counld give them advancex if 1 so pleased.
On inguiry they have frankly dsclared they
were told that by their representatives in
Parliament.

Mer. Corboy : Not always by their represen-
tatives, though the member for Katanning
was the worst.

Myl Davy: It is only hearsay.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I[n every
instance, what I did was to send them 10
the bank. 1 told them 1 eould do nothing
and the consequence was that very often they
went away disappointed. 1 have no dounbt
that the Leader of the Opposition had to
put up with a similar kind of thing, Mem-
bers should always inform these people who
2o to them ihat they must deal with the Bank
trustees and nobody else. As I said last
night by way of interjection, some of the
prineipal officers associated with the bank
have had experience of our light lands and
therefore they are more than ordinarily eau-
tions. There is not a man in this country, I
do not eare whom he may be, who ean accuse
the bank trustees of ever having been harsh.
There are, however, ihose who ean charge the
bank trustees with having bheen too lenient.
The member for York (Mr. Latham) who
was a2 member of a select commitiee, is well
aware of that from the number of files that
were examined by that select committee. And
strange to say some of those men to whom
the bank were mosi lenient were the biggesi
grumblers. If T had been one of the bank
trustees, I am afraid I would not have ad-
vanced the many thousands of pounds that
the bank did advance. It is necessary fo be
hard in dealing with some of the applieants
for assistanee. Bul anything that the bank
trustees can do within reason to assist a man
to make a home for himself they are always
ready to do it. I had no intention of refer-
ring to an incident of recent date, but I
think I am justified in mentioning it to the
House. In speaking to one of the bank
officers the other day on the snbject of bank
matters he informed me that he had been
severely criticised in this House by one of
the members. The officer read the criticism
in the npewspaper the next morning.
Shortly after this was told to me, the officer
received a visit from thai member of Par-
liament and he said to the member, “Yon
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are the very man I want to see ; what about
your eriticism of me that appeared in this
morning’s paper; do you think it is fair, cs-

. becially when [, like other members of the

serviee. have not an opportunity to defend
tyself ¥’  The member replied, “Oh don't
you worry about that, don’t take any notice
of it The officer said, “Bnt T must take
notice of it because you aceused the bank un-
justly, and the electors in vour district will
probably believe what you said” The
officer then asked bim to give one concrele

_instance, one that the member thought Le

could prove. The member gave a certain
name and the bank official immediately con-
vinced the member that the bank hod stuek
to that person in the hope of kecping him
on the land, and that, in faet, the position
was quite the reverse of what the member
had stated. Then the officer asked whether
the member thougbt bLis eriticism of the bank
was still fair. His reply was “Well, old man
it amounts to this; the Government are gei-
ting too popular with the farming com-
munity and we must say something about
them.” The officer’s retort was, “You can
say what you like about the Government,
but it is ecertainly not right that you should
say we treat our clients unfairly” I ask
members now whether it is right that asser-
tions that cannot be borne out shounld e
made in this House, so that they might be
broadeast as gospel, merely for the purpose
of getting at the Government because they
are beecoming too popular?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We bave heard
officers of the Government attacked in this
House very often.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There 13
no need to do that, espectally in connection
with the Agricultural Bank because members
should know that the Government have no-
thing to do with that institution. Parlia-
ment removed it from political control. I
shall return now to the subjeet matter of
the Estimates of my department, The num-
ber of Indunstries Assistance Board settlers
who drew their eclearance from the
board’s haoks during the year was 208.
The number of settlers remaining on the
board is: civilians 438, and ex-soldiers
907, a total of 1,345, fully and partly
assisted. Hon. members are aware that
I am ahoui to introducc a Bill, the ob-
jeet of which will be to renew the assistance.
It will apply principally to ex-soldiers.
There are 928 other debtors of whom 272
have their debts placed on fixed morigage
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and are not receiving further assistance.
That means that 928 are not receiving any
ussistance from the board; they are carrying
on themselves and the board bas a claim on
themn until their debts are paid.

Mr. Davy: Do the figures show a substan-
tial reduction?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: Yes, 203
in the year. The total clearances to the 31st
August, 1926, numbered 1,663 setflers.
Those figures will show how successful the
Board has been in putting the settlers on
their feet financially. Most of the 1,663 are
to-day driving motor cars and are in a sound
position. 1 daresay that many would have
been insolvent, or perhaps would have gone
off the land altogether if it had not heen for
the Labour Party and the assistance ren-
dered them. The total mdvances by the
Bonrd to the 31lst March last amounted tn
£10,509,120. Of that amount £8,788,458 has
heen repaid. The bad debts written off and
cancelled total £267471. The excess cost
of administration and interest on capital over
interest, earning and diseount to the same
date amounted to £63,367; the loss on frad-
ing £25,319, and the total loss to date
£356,157. On the 31st Augnst last the bal-
ance owing was £1,074,22],

Hon. Sir Jawmes Mitcheli: Ts there not a
profit against that loss?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is,
indirecily, Tt will be seen that the amount
outstanding is still fairly large. During the
vear ended 3rd March, 1926, the advances
made came to £1,150,119. Hon. members
should pay particular atteniion to the figures
1 intend to quole next. The repayments for
the same period came to £1,240432. The
had debts written off and cancelled came
to £100,690 and the lozs on trading
was £51.  The excess cost of administration
and interest on capital aver interest earn-
ine and discount came fo £27,695 and the
total loss for the year ended 3lst March
last was £128436. The proceeds from pro-
duce for the 1925-206 season ended 3lst
August amounted to £843,187. Tt is esti-
mated that the further receipts will he
£10,557. The balance of creditors’ claims
lodwred aczainst surpluses on the 31st Mareh
last amounted to £233,650 or £36,383 less
than last vear. Sinee the inception of the
hnard the tota! amount paid fo outside
sreditors who lodeged claims against sur-
pluses was £327,467. If it had not been
for the Industries Assistance Board, thoze
sreditors would have lost the whole lot. 1
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may point out also that most of the credi-
tors that have been doing business with
the Board’'s clients have been paid mostly
in cash since the formation of the Board.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Since June,
1916,

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: Almost
from the time of the conumencement of the
Board’s operations. In addition to that
we have paid off back debts to the extent
of £327467. Tor the ensuing year the
super supplied to plant 592,283 acres has
amounted Lo 21.025 toms. The prospects
for the coming harvest are so good that
considerahle improvement in the cash re-
turns is expected after the harvest has
been gatheved. According to thé Board's
members, the position is assured. T have
not dealt with these questions at great
length because I referred to them in the
course of my speech on the Address-in.
reply. In connection with soldier settle-
ment, the loans outstanding with interest
on the 30th June amounted to £5,345,415
and the interest outstanding was £423,602,
During the vear the loans approved
totalled £184,850 and the loans made eame
to £248,649. The loans approved during
the year for permanent improvements, in-
cluding the clearing of 66,622 acres, came
fo £136,968. The Board are re-valuing the
Loldings and the amount teo be written
down has not vet been ascertained. The
amount of intercst concessions, bad dehts,
ete.,, and leans on revaluation to the 31st
August amounted to £317,675. OF that
sum £129351 will he a eharge under the
special grant, the agreement in econnection
with which was ratified a few weeks ago.
As 1 have already stated, the properties
abandoned during the year numbered 204,
but most of them have sinee been taken
up by otler settlers. T do not think I need
2o into the subject of soldier settlement,
because T dealt with it at some length when
the Bill was before the House. The qgues-
tion of wire netting has also heen dealt
with and there is no need for me to touch
on that either at this juncture. Tt iz, how-
ever, necessary that I should sav a few
words in connection with group settle-
ments, As hon. members are aware, a
tentative agreement las now heen defi-
nitely signed under which it will bhe
possible o establish 300 new farms, To
provide water supplies in the eastern dis-
tricts the cost involved will he £148,000,
and for farms £300,000. The total amount
applied for was £1,100,000. 1 am
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pleased that the
here next week and in
soinething definite will be arranged in
regard to the scheme. There 15 a dif-
ficulty, however, in respect of the crea-
tion of new groups, heeanse no wmoney
has been allowed for reads, and it is im-
possible to establisb gronp seitlements
unless we bave provision made for roads
and drainage. In this respect now, no
money has been zllowed, and we have net
been able to make much headway. The
tentative agreement was sent from Mel-
bourne only on the 28th September last.
1 want hon. members to realise, and the
general public to appreciate the fact that
if there has been any lagging with respect
to the development policy under the migra-
tion scheme the fault does not lie with the
Government, the fact being that we had
not any definite approval te enable us to
proceed with the work. However, we did
not wait for that. The first group under
the new scheme has been established at
Kaloornp, where we have placed 17 people
from the Catterick Army Farm. At present
the officers in charge of the group settle-
ment distriets are eadeavouring to find
areas of land already surveyed, where we
can place the settlers without any neces-
sity for the comstruction of roads and
bridges before settlement. The faot
that no funds for the purpose of
constructing roads and building bridges
are provided in the migration scheme,
prevents us  from pushing en  with
the establishment of new groups where
such expenditure is necessary. During
the Address-in-reply debate I pointed out
to hon. members that in the South-Western
distriets lasi vear we experienced an ex-
ceptionally dry  season.  Unforlunately
during the winter months we experienced
an exceptionally wet season. As hen.
memhers will appreciate, an individuoal
farmer may experience a drought or a
record rainfall involving a flood, but
it is all right from the individwal farmer’s
standpoint. But if anything of thai sort
happens where the Government are con-
cerned, it is all wrong, becanse a Govern-
ment shonld have taken steps to avoid
such a situation. That is one of the diffi-
enlties we have to contend with, for many
of those opposed {o the Group Settlement
Scheme inevitably aseribe the position
arising out of exceptionally dry or excep-
fionally wet seasons to the fanlt of the
scheme, and as an indieation of its failure.

Commission will be
all probability
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Last vear’s drought and this year's heavy
rains caused dilliculties in connection with
the various groups. In the first instance
the weather conditions prevented all the
plonghing that was necessary to be under-
taken, and then later on the heavy
rains prevented the seed from maturing. At
present 71 groups have been disbanded and
the members of those groups have heen
placed on individual piecework with plant
on thbeir own holdings. The remainder are
on group piecework, except two who will go
on to piecework during the next few weeks,
I have asked the manager of the Agrieul-
tnral Bank to make the necessary assess-
ments of the properties concerned, so far as
he is ahle, with a view to issuing the mort-
gages and thus enabling the men to carry on
l;y themselves. The threatened exodus that
was predicted by the member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H. Smith} and one of two other
members, in consequence of the limitation of
advances, has not taken place. While I will
not say there is more satisfaction now, at
any rate I ean sav that there are fewer com-
pldints lodged at present than at any other
fime since I have been connected with the
group seftlements.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is pleasing to know
that.

The MINISTER FQR LANDS:- It shows
that the group settlers reaiise that they must
accept some responsibility.

Mr. Davy: I suppose the “grousers” have
weeded themselves out.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: I wish
thev were all gone. Contracts have been let
for the erection of eottages and dairy build-
ings for all the groups, with the exception
of those at Kaloorup in the Busselton dis-
triet. We intend to vemove cottages in the
Abba River distriet from the areas that were
linked up some time ago. I have dealt with
the position there already. Owing to the
death of Mr. Richardson, the controller, we
made an alteration regarding the officers in
charge of gronp settlement work. Instead
of having one officer as controller of the
scheme we appointed three officers as senior
fleld supervisors in charge of three separate
distriets, these being the Peel Estate and
Denmark district, the Busselton district and
the Manjimup distriet. The work in connee-
tion with the group settlements has increased
to such an extent that one man eannot pos-
sibly cope with it. Even at present we are
nndermanned so far as inspectors are eon-
cerned.
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Mr. J. H. Smith: It 15 a pity that was
rot done at the inception of the scheme.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We can
all see what was wrong after the time has
gone by! 1 want the member for Nelson to
realise that when the group setilement
scheme was started in Western Australia
there was nothing to guide anyone,

Members: Hear, hear'

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
improving on the scheme 4s fime goes by.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1 hope so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
rather further information from experience
gained in the operations of fhe groups, in
our endeavour (o make the scheme a
snedess.  Of course, it is so much easier to
improve upon someone else’s work than to
initiate a scheme vourself,

Mr. Sampson: Then vou consider that
every day we are nearer to a complete
suCeess.

The MINISTER FOF LANDS: Last
vear I considered it advisable to convene a
conference of field officers. Those officers
came to Perth and the conference lasted for
about two days. Their discussions were
held in conjumetion with the members of the
sdvisory board and various subjects were
discussed with the dairy expert, the Director
of Education, and the manager of the Agri-
cultural Bank Results have proved bene-
ficial. Subsequent to the conference a work-
ing scheme was formulated, to which T may
refer 1ater on. It has not vet been approved
Ly the Government, and owing to some
alterations iu poliey, phases have to be put
hefore the Government. On the 30th Sep-
fember, 1926, 135 groups had been estab-
lished, inecluding six small groups. The
groups upon which individual piecework bad
been established numbered 71 and the groups
¢n group piecework, 62.  The number of
settlers totalled 2275 and the number of
group holdings 2330. T may explain to
Lon. members that when a numhber of
vacancies ocent and no applications hav
heen lodged locally, we eommunicate with
the anthorities in England asking them to
send out people for the vacancies on the
oroup settlements. Tt is necessary to hold
those blocks open until the people arrive
from the Qld Country. The arca of land
heine developed under eroup seitlement
conditions comprizes 352,462 acres and the
total population represents 9,580 souls. The
number of cottages erected total 1,903, and
the number of dairv buildings put up, 813.
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The area of land sown represents 30,327
acres. Hon. members will remember that I
anticipated we would have 62,000 acres sown,
but owing to the dry seasom it was necessary
to re-sow a considerable area. As the wet
season started earlier than usual, we could
not earry out all that we anticipated would
be done. Bix cottage hospitals have been
erected and 68 schools that serve 122 groups.
The pedigreed bulls purchased total 192, the
cows and heifers departmentally sapplied,
8,208; the cows privately aequired, 1,173;
the pigs supplied, 3,248; the fowls on the
groups—we do not supply them, but they
are on the groups—total 36,020, while the
horses on the groups number 1,965. This
represents a total expenditure to the 30th
September last on direct group settlement
work aloue, ineluding  buildings, ot
£3,614,583 G6s. 10d] Regarding the group
lll)Spltﬂla, the capital expenditure involvei
represented £15,831 45, 9d., the anoual
building maintenance necessitating an ex-
penditure of £293 and the equipment
cost £2,400. In addition, salaries and
incidentals represent an expenditure of
£7,413. As to group schools, they involve
a capital expenditure of £30,914, necessi-
tating an annual expenditure on building
maintenance of €428, In addition to
thai, equipment cost £3,841 and the cost
of maintenance £2096. Salaries and inei-
dentals represent an expenditure of £13,345.
Regarding the expenditure on roads and
drainage work for group settlements, exelu-
sive of the Peel Xistate, hon. members will be
interested to know that £326,859 19s. 2d. was
spent from State funds for the provision of
roads, while £269,478 4. 2d. was provided
from State and Commonwealth funds on a
pound for pound hasis For the conatruetion
of further roads. In addition, £39,359 4s.
11d. was spent on drainage works. Regard-
ing the expenditure on the Peel Estate, fram-
ways cost £59,178; survevs £12,262; roads,
of which 133 miles were construeted. and
bridges, £202,019; while 392Y% miles of
trains cost £445,903, or a total of £719,362.
There are one or two small drains oz
the Peel Estate that have to be ai-
tended to yet. On one portion of the
estate there is a fair area of swamp land but
it would eost about £15.000 to drain it. That
is regarded as more than the value of the
land, particularly as the money would he
principally expended in draiming piivate
property through which the drains wonld
have to run in order to take the water to
the sea. At present I do not propose to
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undertake that work because the expendi-
ture of the money would principally benetii
private landowners.

Mr. J. H. Smith:
those people?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
board might do that, but it would not be ad-
visable for the Government (0 do anything at
present. The swamps I refer to ean be used
during summer months for the growing of
feed and consequently I think we can get
over the diffieulty. In my opinion it may be
necessary to link up some of the groups on
the Peel Estate or else abandon them alto-
gether. The blocks affected will be few in
pumber. They may total 14 or 16 or perbaps
one or two more. Portion of the area to the
eastward has not turned out very satisfac-
torily. I can assure hon. members that the
area will have & propet trial before any-
thing is done along the lines I indicate. At
the present time the advisory board have
vacant blocks there with a view lo dealing
with the position later on. It is not possible
to put men there at present .

Mr, Latham: Is that on the Bateman Es-
tate?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The area
is out towards the Serpentine. Just before
the death of Mr. Riehardson—we miss him
very much in conneetion with group settle-
ment, heeause he had everything at his finger
tips—we planted some veldt grasses obtained
from Crawley. Some of the grass was taken
out of a type of soil similar to the sandy
stretches of the PPeel Estate, and we hope
that will overcome the difficulty regarding
pastures. Those grasses have grown very
well in the sandy soil of Crawley and
King’s Park, It has yet to be proved that the
grasses ¢an be established at the Peel Estate,
but should that be the result of the experi-
ment, we may be able to plant the grasses
in similar sandy soil in the Abba River dis-
trict. Should this prove snceessful there will
be ne necessity to abandon any of those
aronps, hence the reason for not dealing
with them further at present. I was informed
that a large guantity of the seed could be
obtained in King’s Park and 1 made in-
fuiries to ascertain whether the seed conld
be planted in sandy soil. I understand from
the experts that on the strength of what has
been published in various works, it is eon-
sidered better fo plant the grass by packing
the roots than to plant the seeds. It is also
considered that the seeds will grow better
where the soil has not Dbeen disturbed by
ploughing or eultivakion.

Could you not tax
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Sitting suspended from 6.5 to 7.50 p.m.

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: [ was
dealing with group settlement and had
pointed out that we have made a change in
the system of administration. 1 say frankly
that group settlement is not altogether satis-
factory to me. When group settlement was
introduced 1 as a member of the House felt
that I had a responsibility equally with the
Government of the day that initiated the
schewe, I am still a heliever fin group
settlement, and I think that evewvlually it
will turn out successfully, without great loss
to the State, Realising that, it has been my
one endeavour since taking control of the
department to carry out the system that was
first evoived, giving it every possible &rial
with a view to making a success of it. BEx-
perience, however, often shows the possibil-
ity of effeeting improvements. For a eon-
siderable time I have felt that therve has not
heen  sufficient individual assistance from
the settlers themselves. Under the system as
carried out many of the group scttlers-—not
all of them—seem to be of opinion that they
shounld get as much as they can out of the
Government.  1f group settlement is to he
suceessful, that eannot he allowed,

Mr. Sampson: You find that everywhere.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Yes, it is not pe-
culiar to the groupies. ©

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: With
the Advisory Committee, 1 have con-
sideredd  the matter. That was one ren-
son why 1 asked the senior fove-
men oand field supervisors to diseuss
the various methods adopted and suggest
any improvements that would tend to make
the scheme a success. Since then the senior
officers have been invited to put up proposi-
tions that might result in the gronps heing
made more suceessful in future, partieularly
the new uroups under the latest migration
agreement, The greatest disability in group
work—TI think the Leader of the Opposition
is fully aware of it—has been to make the
settler realise that he is building a home for
himself, to get »id of the idea that he
is  working for the Government for
wages and that, no matter how things go, the
Government will be eompetled lo stand
by him and pay him wages for all he does.
Members are aware that last year I received
a depntation from some members of the
Country Party, who felt verv strongly that
we should pay a group settler for everything
he did on the group, no mafter what it was.
T have known group settlers fo refuse fo put
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down a deep furrow to drain their land un-
less they were paid for it. The men who
adopt that attitude will never make sncress-
ful farners, and will never make homes for
themselves, which is the principle underlyine
uroup seftlement. The aim is that the set-
tlers themselves should put something into
the land. The settlers had no capital except
their labour and thus it was cxpected that
the settlers, by their spare-time work—we
were paying them for eight honrs a day—
would pat in eapital in the shape of work
over and sabove that for which they wee
paid.  There are 2,275 group settlers and
many of them have carried that idea into
eifect. Others have done nothing execept
what they were paid for. My aim and desire
has heen to give the group settlers evecy
opportunity and every chance to carry on
suecessfully. The Advisory Committee have
given this matter careful consideration. Dur-
jng the past fortnight I have had two con-
ferences with them with a view to producing
a scheme that wonld bring about an improve-
ment in the working of the groups. The
commiltee advise that while the settlers are
on sustenance, the group system should pre-
vail, but there should be more individual
work. They also snggest that machinery
should be provided whereby a man eould be
encouraged to take a greater individual in-
terest in his holding, and that the Govern-
ment shonld lav down beforehand what
amount they would be prepared to advance
as 2 maximum for each class of work to be
carried ont on each bloek. So much would
be allowed for clearing, buildings, stock,
ploughing, seeding, manures ete., and the
wroup settler before starting would have u
fair idea of the assistance he would receive
from the Government. The committee are
of opiniton that before a seitler iz clear of
the group he should have at least 15 aercs
under pasture if the land is first class, and
at least 60 acres under pasture if the land
is seeond eclass. With 10 cows and the pro-
veny he should then be in a satisfactory
position to make a success of his holdine.
We are of opinion that out of the 43 acres
n good settler should be able to clear one-
fifth of it in his spare time. T think it was
the intention of the Leader of the Opposi-
lion at the outset that the Government shouid
not pay for the whole of it, but that the
settler shonld show his inferest and desire
‘0 make a home for himself by putting in
some of his capital, namely, his labour, to
nake a success of his bloek.
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Mr, Stabbs: He has no right to he there
if he does not take that point of view.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Unless
thai is done, we shall have to kecp men on
the groups for threc or four years, give them
fair wages, alihough they have no rent vo
pay, and immediately the wages are stopped,
off they will go. If they have an interest
there is a much better chance of keeping
them on their holdings.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Many of them
have done that.

The MINISTER FOR LANXDS: 1 said su,
but a large number have not done so. A
scheme has been submitted te me with the
strong recommendation of every member of
the Advisory Committee, and in all proba-
hility it will lend to a change in group scttle-
ment. 1'nder the scheme each man will he
put more on individual effort. There has
heen a good deal of complaint—members of
the Royal Commission will recollect this—
that some of the men when on sustenance
did not do their fair share of work, with
the result that the good men came down to
the level of the had men.

Mr. Lindsay: That is eorreet.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Conse-
quently, clearing was costing considerab'y
more than the value of the work done, Wi
tried to overcome that diffienlty by estab-
lishing the piecework system. That has over-
come the dilficully to a large extent because
we do not pay for more than the work they
do, but we have the greatest difficulty to get
men, after they have cleared nine or 10 acres
of land, to leave the clearing and take on
ploughing. They do not seem to realise thai
their future success depends upon the pas-
tures, which take time to grow and must
inatere hefore stock ean be run on them.
The men find they ean make more money
vnt of clearing than out of ploughing.

Hon. G. Taylor: If they considered their
own interests they would go on to the plough-
ing,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of course
they would, as soon as they possibly could.
Here is a digest of what is proposed—

Area necessary, first-class 45 acres, second-
class 60 acres; stock, 10 eows and progeny;
interest on cows to he capitalised urntil 15 cows
are in profit; settlers to do onc-fifth of neces-
sary work in their own time. This will give
an estimated cost of approzimately £1,800 on
first class land and £2,000 on second-class land.
Individual equipment and individual piece-
work after three months on sustenance to en-

courage settler to take keener interest and
realise that his own effort is essential to sue-
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cess. Settler to be advised of muximum ad-
vanee for each class of work om eaeh block.
Supervision to ensure proper seasonal opera-
tions and avoid exc¢ess work such as falling
to the negleet of plonghing and sowing:

Perhaps there will be some opposition to the
proposal but if anybody can nut up a better
scheme the Advisory Committee will wel-
come it. Wi have had four years’ exper-
tence of some of the groups and this scheme
is based on the experien:e gained. If we
intend to make group settlement a sucecss,
it is urgently necessary to have greater in-
dividual eifort and a greater realisation on
the part of the men that they are making
homes for themselves and that the assisi-
ance granted to them would not have hesn
made available in any other part of the
world and never before was granted in any
part of Western Australia. I intend to sub-
mit the scheme to Cabinet at an early date,
and if it is agreed to, we infend to
make a start as soon as possible
to bulld group settlement on a wmore
golid and permanent basis than in the past
My aim and desire is to make it a suceess.
No one in the State woild regret more
than I would if group settlement proved
a failure. It is the duty of every member
to assist the Minister in «ntrol of group
scttlement, whoever he may he, to ensure
that the settlers will he able to make a
living. At the same time the group settlers
must realize that the State has interests
that must be protected, and has ineurred
liahilities equal to, or greater than, those
of most of the men plac:d on the land. A
large number of men ou the group settle-
meni{s are doing well. Others, however, are
making hut little attempt to create homes
for themselves. Some of the last words
I heard the Jaite AMr. Richardson say were,
“We shail have to take extreme steps with
some of these people” He gave me the
number of the sroup. He went on to say,
“Some of the men will not till their soil
for the prrpose of making a small garden
in which to erow their own vegetables, but
prefer to buy their requirements from Os-
horpe Park.” This cannot go on. Men
who take no greater interest in the scheme
than this, must go. Sinece we have adopted
a decided and strong stand in regard to a
limitation of advances, since the settlers
have come to realise that those who stay
must endeavour to make homes for them-
relves rather than for ever rely upon the
(‘overnment, sinee they understand that
the Government have no intention of, as
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it were, spuon-feeding them, beyond what
is considered to be a fair thing, there have
been fewer complaints from group settlers
than at any time during the past two
years, and the settlers are taking greater
interest in their work, The advisory com-
inittee have their heart and soul in the
scheme, The Director of Agrieulture told
me on Tuesday morning that if something
wasz done in the manner suggested, they
wonld ke abie almost at once to weed out
the men who will not work or help them-
selves. They wiil know who is likely to
make a suceess, and rcmove at an early
date those who are not in the same cate-
gory. This scheme of development is
what the State requires. T have given it
my heartiest support from the start, We
must have increased population, We can-
not bring families {o the State without
making provision for them so that they
may make homes for themselves. We are
not situated as the other States are, with
Lig industrial centres that are capable
of absorbing large numbers of people
within the metropolitan area.  The omly
place where we can settle married people
is on the land, When we have settled them
on the land and they have developed their
areas, I think, as the population increases,
onr secondary industries will follow. The
present time is the erueial time. The future
will speak for itsell by way of increased
population and the advancement of the
State. Married men with families must
e placed on the land. In the wheat-
Tarming distriets no accommodation is pro-
vided for such people, therefore the only
hupe of placing them is to put them on the
land, We have the land. If next week,
when the Commission meet, they will agree
ulso to inclnde wheat land as well as dairy-
ing lands in the scheme, we shall have an
opportunity of launching out in the wheat
tarming industry. That has not yet been
approved, but we hope it will be. In that
way we shall be able to extend the work
greatly. The delay that has occurred
has not been the fault of this Government.
The fault lies entirely with the Com-
monwealth and British authorities.  They
have only recently approved of our scheme,
which was submitted to them on the
23rd Jenuary. No approval was given
until Mr., Jepp passed through a few
weeks ago with the Prime Minister. I
told bhim what information we had, and
of the letter that had been writlen to
us., He said, “You are in the same position
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as you were before,” He agreed to
telegraph to Melbourne at once. In Sep-
tember last, however, [ received definite
information of the approval of the 300
farms. Group settlement wil in future
be beiter for the State, and better
for those who are engaged in it. Ounly
those who ean show that they are suit-
sble should be allowed fo remain in the
scheme, Tf they are not suitable, they
will have to make room for others. We
caunot continue as we ure doing now. It
i no mse beating about the bush. The
Advisory Committee are very dissatisfied.
Thev never know where they wilt finish, 1
admit that this year has been unfortunate
owing te the drv smwnmer mud the wet
season that followed. That kept us back
a little. We want ay early as possible to
place men on their individual effort to
show what they can do for themselves.
That is the only way by which we can make
Lhe scheme suecessful. I have never lost
conflidence in group sertlement. Money that
kas been expended on the scheme has been
nbtained at a low rate of interest. Any loss
that is made will praetically be covered.
This includes two-thirds of possible losses on
squipment and stock.  The other anthori-
ties stand responsible for £200 and the
State for £100. That is an improvement in
‘he financial aspect of the seheme which will
se very beneficial to the State. I helieve that
roup settlement will eventually prove of
rreat good to Western Australia. Tt will be
-he means of keeping within the State large
amounts that are sent out for necessary pro-
Inets. Manjimup would not exist to-day but
for group settlement. Butter and cheese faec-
fories have now been established there by
private enterprize, and have been made pos-
sible hecause of the surrounding group set-
lements. They are now competing one with
the other for the trade of settlers.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is proposed to start
mother at Northeliffe.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have
not heard of that. Four years ago group
areas  were nothing  but  bush land.
To-day in the group settlements we have
30,000 acres under pasture. That shows
what has heen dobe in a short time.
As we are to-day reaping the benefit
from expenditure of State money in the
wheat helt a few years azo. so in a few years
rence shall we reap the benefit of our ex-
penditure in the dairying industry. Any
scheme that the Committee puts up, that is
leemed to be of importanee, it is my duty to
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endeavour to earry into effect. I want mem-
bers intervested im that part of the State to
impress upon the settlers that they raust be
espected to do something for themselves.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That applies to
everyone.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: It has
not been so with some grvoup setflers. As I
told Sir Howard d'Egville, T attributed a
good deal of the dissatisfaction that the mi-
arant settlers have expressed, to the state-
ments that have appeared in the English
papers. On the last oceasion when I went
through the Busselton arvea 1 attended 2
mectings ol group settlers. In almost every
cuse I was greeted with the remark that Eng-
land was providing all this money for them,
and that they ounght to have it. 1 cannot
blame the settler, if he finds it stated in the
English Press that England is providing
money for the greatest scheme for the set-
tlement of her people that has ever been
known in the Dominions; that it is providing
tor Ausiralia alone £33,000008. As a mat-
ter of fact, no money is heing provided
by the English Government except poxr-
tion of the interest. For every £750,-
000 that is  expended, they provide
£130,000, their sharve of ihe interest for ten
vears capitalised. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment are raising the money. These peo-
ple come to the conclusion, after reading
reports in the English papers, as they have
2 perfect right to do, that the English

Government  are providing the money.
1 took the opportunity of disabusing
their minds on the point. I bhave re-

ferred to the quantity of stock carried on
the gronps. To-day there are 9,382 cows
and heifers on country that did wot carrv
a hoof three vears ago. But for the dryv
summer last year that number might have
heen greater. The people of the State mayx
rest assured that the scheme will furn out
a suereess, and that very small lozs will he
made upon it. Migration iz going on as
usual. 1 am pleased that so many people ave
coming to the State and paying their own
fares. This shows that the eves of the world
are directed towards Western Australia. If
people cannot get here as assisted passen-
gers, they pay their own fares. We have had
a larger number of these people for the last
12 months than we have had for some years.
We ecannot horrow money on acecount of
these people at redueced rates.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
count in the scheme.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Nnt in
the latest scheme, The hon. member must

They should
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know that very well. The Commonwealth
will allow nothing at present for third-class
passengers paying their own fares, but will
allow money only in the case of assisted and
nominated passages. We made one little in-
novation this year in regard to the Council
of Industrial Development. This Council has
been deoing fairly good work. The Counecil
comprises officers of the State serviee, who
have no connection with the outside
business. The innovation is that an
exhibition was held in conjunetion with
the Geraldton Show. If the manufae-
turers of the State would assist dn
extending this work, I feel sure the result
would le beneficial in the direction of a
greater eonsuwption of locally-made articles.
I have been informed tbat the exhibition was
the principal attraction at the show. More
people visited the exhibition hall than visited
any other part of the grounds, owing tfo
the yreat interest that was taken in Western
Australian prodnets. This scheme could be
extended to other parts of the State, thus
advertising local products better than has
ever been done. 1 had not intended to
speak so long, but I wish to emphasise again
—1I do not think I can emphasise it too often
—that unless Western Australia can have
further developmental railways at an carly
date, we must cease inviting people to come
here, beeause the Glovernment will not be
able to supply them with land. I want hon.
mewbers to realise that phase of the posi-
tion. Last year I stated that two million odd
acres of land had been taken up, of which
area over 1,500,000 acres werce light land
within 12% miles of a railway. I have shown
to-night that here we have a huge area of
new territory, two-thirds the size of Vetoria,
equal in size to FEngland and YWales, with a
reasonable rainfall ranging from 15 inches
down to 7%, a rainfall, morcover, coming
at the proper season of the year for cereal
growing. We must either cease inviting the
world at large to come here, or else build
additional railways. It would be a disgrace
if we had to discourage the peopling of our
couniry while so iarge a territory is lying
idle. I trust that steps will speedily be taken
to overcome the difficulty. I have every con-
fidence in Western Australian land settle-
ment, which has never hefore shown
such vitality. Applications from intending
settlers are being received from all
over Australia and from oversea. Moneyed
men want to eome here for the pur-
pose of taking up land. They realise that
this is the most promising State of all. It
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is our duty to avail ourselves of the oppor-
tunity which exists, and to people this State
with prosperous scttlers to the benefit of
every worker in Western Australia.

EON. 5IR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham} [8.3] [ have listened with great
interest to the speeeh of the Minister for
lLands, His department is highly import-
ant, covering Lands and Surveys, the Agri-
cultural Bank, the Industries Assistance
lioard, Soldier Settlement, {iroup Setile-
ment, and  Migration. As regards land
settlement, there is always a reason why
we ean go on with the work; and the
reason is agrienlture, the one great indus-
try that is open to us, Unfortunately
mining has been on the wane for years.
Mining was the stand-by of Western Aus-
tralia for many years, and brought the
State into prominence, It produced almost
untold wealth, but it is no longer doing as
well as it did even two years ago. [Each
year we get somewhat smaller results from
the mines, and so we have to turn to the
ather great industry. For me agriculture
nas been of special interest becanse it
zives an opportunity of taking thousands
of working men without money away from
the ruck, thus affording them a chance in
life. Agvieulture is a permanent industry.
[t means the creation of wealth yvear by
vear, and that wealth need not be @
diminishing quantity. It should be an ever-
increasing quantity. So far as one can
Jjudge, there will be 400,000,000 more peo-
ple in the world at the end of the next 20
vears. I do nof suppose that statement
means loueh to some members, but it means
a great deal to those who have eonsidered
the question of feeding the world and the
rfuestion of the world’s available unsettled
lands. To me those factors seem to
guarantee the future of agriculture. 1
have dealt with the matter time and again,
pointing out that it is the increase of
population that has put up the price of
agrienltural produce. We know that coun-
tries which a few years ago took very
little wheat are now taking econsiderable
guantities. Recently a Japanese professor
was asked what was the greatest need of
Japan, and he replied, “Someone to grow
food for our ever-inereasing population.”
The Japanese will have to buy food because
so little of Japan’s surface can be enlti-
vated. In that eountry, with its teeming
millions, only about a sixth of the surface
admits of cultivation. Therefore the
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Japanese will either have to manufacture
goods and buy their feod from other coun-
tries. or else obtain more territory for their
people. It does not matter much whether
thuze engaxed in agriculture do or do not
spend time in considering these questions.
It ix for us to consider them, and consider
them without delay. We must realise the
world’s  posilion in this respeet. It is
singrular thai population should have in-
creased so rapidly during the last century.
and shonld be increasing so much more
rapidly at present. Wheat is 3s, or 5s. Gd.
per bushel to-dav, and has been at good
prives for some vears. This is not the
result of the comparatively small quantities
of wheal being laken by nations who did
Lot eat wheat hefore. [t has come about
hecarse the whole world has a greater need
for yuaniities of food to feed the ever-
increasing numhbers of people. Aceordingly
the asricullurists have a very pgood
praspeet. That is the reason why the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia ean do whu
they are doing. With wheat at 3s. we can
do very much more than with wheat at 3s.
Equally, with wheat at 6s. it is possible to
farm  land that could wot possibly he
tarmed with wheat at 4s. It is not a ques-
tion that requires mueh ealenlation. If it
vosts 30s. to farm an aere, then it requires
ten bhushels of wheat to pay for the mere
cropping and taking off the erop when
wheat stands at 3s., as it did a few years
ago. At Ss. the 10 bushels would leave a
profit of £1. So we are able to farm land
which could not he looked at a few years
aro. | hope the agrienlturists, and particu-
larly those who have farms to sell to peo-
ple coming here with money, realise that
their lnd is becoming more valuable. Be-
cause of the price of wheat we ean farm
our light lands. The Minister said that a
good deal of money had been lost years
awo lhrough the farming of light lands.
That i« true, but the cause of the loss was
the low price of wheat. Anyone with in-
terest in his work must realise that it is
the price of wheat which makes develop-
ment possible in Western Australia. The
reason is not that land produces more than
it did a few years azo. In this State there
are still many thousands of acres of light
fand which ean be utilised. The Minister
said there was a great deal of land still
to be opened up. T believe that that is so
Some years agn all the land from Burra-
coppin to the sea was classifted, and a great
dea! of it was found to be first-class,
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though not so large a proportion as one
would like. To-day, however, the position
is altogether changed; and, if T read the
signs aright, the change will be permanent.
Therefore we can face the question before
us, It is no use, however, talking about
the building of railways unless we build
lines when they are authorised. Some
railways whieh were authorised years ago
are not built vet. Still, cheap money is
now obtainable. and therefore we ought to
mitild ali the lines authorised and put in
hand other lines which can be made to pay.
We should not hesitate. We should Jay
down a railway poliey, consistent of course
with safety, and consistent also with the
guality of our land und with the fype of
people we can get to work it. There should
he no trouble abont providing railway com-
munieation. Lt is most unsatisfaetory to
send olfieials into a distriet such as that
recently visited by the Surveyor General
No doubt that officer had previous reports
on the district. Tf he went there merely
to make a first inspection of it, he would
not he able to do mueh in a few days. T
do not know whether hon. members realise
that one cannot see very far to the right
or to the left when travelling through un-
eleared country. To inspeet land so a3
to see a quarter of a mile to right
and left on a block of B0,000 acres
means that one has to travel 200 miles
in making the examination. Ilowever,
our lands have always proved a little
better than the classification, the reason
beinr that our elassifving officers have con-
sistently erred on the side of caution., Let
us et it into our minds that development
is now rendered possible by the growing
population of the world and the increased
price of agrieultural produce, To-day
wheat stands at 3s. 6d. per bushel, and that
value is pretty firm. The price of wheat
iz better now than it used to be. Vietoria
established its butter industrv when the
price of butter was 6d. or 8d. per b,

Mre. Heron: Tt was as low as 4d.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A few
vears ago the average price of butter way
1s., with 1s. Gd. as the out-of-season price.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: There was a State
honus in Vietoria.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. To-
day the average price of butter is about
1s. 6d., while the out-of-season price is about
25. That change has been brought ahout
by the greater demand for butter. Thus
there is a better opportunity for people to
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gu on the land and produce butter. And
so btis with all foodstuffs,. We wust always
bear in mind that we are competing in the
world’s markets. Prices arve not governed
by the quantity of food we use here. It
there were 3,000,000 move people in this
State to-day, it would not make a farthing
per bushel difference in che price of our
wheat, becanse we would still have a great
deal of wheat available Lor export. It is
from the world’s markets, to whieh we seml
our produce, that we get our prices. Lot
us always remember that only about 40 per
cent. of the eartl’s surface can be cu'tivated,
and that a great deal of the 40 per cent,
is already ecultivated. et ns realise that
if we are to hold this country, we must pro-
duce food for those other comntries which
are not so Fortunalely situated, I have said
let us build the anthorized railways and then
anthorise other railways that will enable us
to settle a large number of people. Iet us
build roads too. We have eleared and coun-
structed thousands of miles of roads through
the rettled districts. For the last 15 or 16
years it has been the policy to clear roads
tor those settled on the land and to put
in water supplies also. 1 am glad to hear
the Minister will go on with that work.
Mr. Marshall: You are not surprised?

(Mr. Lumbert took the Chair.]

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: But let
us realise that it is a great eco-operative
scheme, this work of land settlement. We
waited 80 years for men of experience and
money to come to this econntry. But they
did not eome, and so we had to devise means
of settling our own men of little eapital and
less experience on the land. Conscquently
we had to find the whole of the money. The
wheat belt was developed only when wa
amended the Agricultural Bank Aet to pro-
vide for full advances against clearing and
fenving. 1t could not be developed befors,
hecause when we offered only 75 per cent.
advances to men who had no money, they
could not do the work. When we liberalised
the bank and advanced to the full against
improvements, the thing was done. Peonle
said it was a great risk. But in any new
country you have to sink monex before von
can et anything out of that country. You
would not get anything out of even a 10v..
wo'd mine unless vou first had money for
the putting down of the shaft and the erce-
tion of machinery. The Minister has said
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that men with money go to Vietorin because
they there find land ready for thew. Of
course in Vieloria thev have small irriga-
tion schemes, and Mustralians ave not very
anxious to settle on swmall Mocks and pursue
intensive cultnre, Fven here at, sav, a place
like Gosnells, von do not find many people
anxious to take up small blocks. Verv few
people arve inclived to faee intense culture,
whiel 15 very exacting work, venuiring
greater knowledge than is vequired for sim-
pler processes on larger areas. 1t is far
more difficuit to muke a living out of three
or four acres of oranges than ont of 300 or
400 aeres of wheat, However, Victoria does
not offer anvthing like the ndvantages we
can offer to men of money. SBuch men ;o
to Victoria because in London there are a
great many Vietorian people. The business
firms of Vietoria have their branches in Lon-
don. Victorian banks have their branches
in Tionden. Theve are in London buyers for
Vietorian houwses and, in addition, many
Vietorians are resident there. Naturally so
many Vietorians come info contact with
monied people thinking of farming in Aus-
tralin, and equally naturally the Victorians
induce those people to go to Vietoria. |
have said that land settloment nnder our
method is a co-operative seheme, offering ad-
vantares to all in Western Australia.  In
overy hag of wheat praduced there are five
wrains for vou, Rir, and five grains for
overvhady else in the Siate. 1t is the wealth
produeed from the land that makes possible
this city and maintains faetories turning
onf ceilite hoards and other material. So we
et onr return in that way., We da not ouvr-
selves find the money for land development,
hat we pledge our eredit to some other eoun-
try that lends us the money, and we lend
it to the individual on the land, who, in
turn, pay¥s us interest on the amount. The
indirect advantage is all with the public. N¢
eourse there are advantages for the man whe
gets the block and goes on (be land. TRut
should we he justified in coming here and
askine for millions of monev for this wo-™:
if the advantames were exelusivelv with ihe
man who takes up the land? OF course not.
Still we ounld not exist in this eountry ex-
cept for vhe wealth produced from the land.
This vear somewhere hetween 137 and
20 million pounds’ worth of wealth in wheat
and wool and olher produce is bein2 taken
from the lands in Western Australia. 0Of
course that money is used for our industry
and trade, to maintain merchants and par-
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sons and edueationists and lawyers, sud heiy
us provide for all our wants. So, as [ say,
it is a co-operative scheme. We allow the
Government to lorrow, on the eredit of the
country, money that we may lend to the man
vn the land. During the five years when I
wus head of the (lovernment we lent in this
way G4 per cent. of all that we borrowed.
The resuit was that a defieit that looked like
being a fixture, that could not be removed
with the revenue possible in 1919, was per-
manently removed by the horrowing of shout
cight millions of moneyv that was loaned to
individoal furmers, whese duty in tnen it
wa~ to ereate wealth. What happeaned ? Qur
railways improved their posilion by about
£600,000 lurgely as the result of the expen-
diture of that eight miiliens. So even in the
direct gain on that one public utility we got
the interest on the moner we had advanced.
Is there any other industy that would pay
s0 well, that would do so much for the coun-
fry as this great primary industry of the
jand? Of course not. And there is no other
industry we ean he so certiin about, for
preople nust eat and must vay for their food.
Ot course vou talk about the “poor coeky,”
vuu people whe live in the more comfortable
surroundings of the metropolitan area. If
we went on to the roof of this building, we
could look down upon houses housing one-
1:alf the population of the State. houses con-
structed at a cost three fimes as great as that
of the hauses housing the more contented and
hetter-provided-for other half of the popu-
lation of the State. When we face the de-
velopment of a great territory, such as we
possess, with the aid of inen without money
we have to find the money for them. There
are people who say econtinually, “Why not
try to bring out men with monev.” T was
a banker for many vears, and so T have a
fair respeet for money: but I have a far
vreater respect for good flesh and bloed. for
men of grit, of strenzth and of intelligence,
men who will do things. Of course, other
things being equal, I would give preference
to the man with money. But if it came to
choosing between an indifferent man with
£1,000 and a good solid man with a wife and
family, a man of grit and strength, a man
willing to work, hut without money. why of
course in this new countrv there would be
no doubt about which I would choose. T
can point to men who started on the land
without anything a few vears ago. Men
who were on the wharf at Fremantle in 1909,
and a number of civil servants, went out on
the land in the early part of 1910. During
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the last 15 veurs they have ervated mere than
£200,000 worth of wealth, and they will re-
peat it within the next 15 years. So it is the
man we want, as the Minister repeatediy
pointed out. T do not know of any hetter
investmeni. There are those who ask why
it is whenever one enters upon any work at
ali ene hns to pay to the Government taxes
and fees and fares. Lf you bave any business
at all there is taxation to pay. One never
ceases to pay. The more one does the more
he has to pay to the Treasury. The general
taxpayer, while thinking he has to carry the
load, actually reaps the veward arising from
land development. Let us open our eyes to
the position, and then we shall not go for-
ward in any hesitating, erammped fashion.
The time has come when the Empire has to
see fo it that there is greater production of
food and wealth. Australia has reached the
{ime when she must have more people. It
is of no nse arguing with me that the more
People we bring to the conntry the less work
there will be to do. There always has heen
tnempioyment when we have had no immi-
gration, and there alwayvs has been work
when we have been bringing in plenty of
peaple. Unless we bring people to Aus-
tralia, Australia cannot he defended and our
children’s children will he left defenceless.
Let us see to it that we keep this eountry
for our own race. Let us tell the electors
that there ean bhe no certainly of work in
this country unless we keen on expanding
our population. It is popular for some
memburs fo tell the electors that new arrivals
take work from those that are here. That.
iiowever, is not the sort of rampaign that
will get votes.  Ti is not a faet that the
j:eople who come liere make less work, but
it is a fact that the more we bring here, the
niore work will he created, and if we want
to live in safety we must have a greater
population. Look at the position in China
to-dax. There are three arnies therve that
are fighting in ihe modern way. Thirty
vears ago you could send an army consisting
of a handful of troops into China and they
would have heen able to hold their own.
To-day there is an army there under the in-
fluence of the Rolsheviks, the Reds from
Hussia, another controlled by Japan, and a
third army to some extent under the guid-
ance of Great Britain. All ihose armiss are
well equipped with modern weapons and
Lave been taught by experienced officers
how to fight in the modern way. After all
this fighting is over the Chinese army will

-
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be a great force. OFf conrse, some will have
gone, but as there is a population of over
450 millions, the few tbat may be killed will
not be missed. At the same time, they are
learning to fight, and they will prove a world
danger. Quite apart from all this, too,
China is becoming a mannfacturing nation:
Every nation in the world wants to manu-
facture and so, of course, China likewise
desires to place herself on the same level as
other nations. And they will manufacture
very cheaply, too. They will be, in that ve-
spect also, a serious menace to our own
people in the Old Land. A great many
people are against nigration, against
peopling this country of ours, except by the
natural process. But if we are to increase
our population in that manner, it will take
us many hundreds of years te exhaust the
room that we have availablee I dare
say we could put a ring around Auwstralia
and be quite happy. We could get
cnough to eat and do enough work to
meet requirements. Bui if we adopt that
attitude, we shall not hold Australia for long,
We must have people and we must have
them for the land. The Minister has told
ns that there are no great secondary indus-
tries in Western Australia, though there are
some that are doing a little more each month,
T daresay that in time our faetories will in-
crease in importanee, but in Australia gen-
crally, nnder the system that has grown up,
they will never he able to hold their own
with the factories of other countries. So
our duty becomes quite clear; we must settle
the land. We can take John Brown and say
to him, “Becanse we like vou we want o
give yvou a chanee.”” My great delight in
life has always been to give someone a ehanre
to make a start. 1 look back upon that with
a great deal of pleasure. T shall regret
very mnch leaving you all when my Hme
comes to go.

Mr, Angelo: This is the first time T have
ever heard yon in a pessimistic mood.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But [
am not going yet.

Mr. Angelo: That is good.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T expect
to live until T am a hundred, and T suppose 1
shall be in this House for another 25 years.
Throughout that period I shall look back
upon my actions in taking men from the
ruck and giving them a start. Many of those
men responded and have done well. As it
was a great pleasure to me, so I have no
doubt it will he & pleasure to others asso-
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ciated with political life, to provide oppor-
tunities for people to make gaod. This is
almost the last country to be settled, and
when the history of the world comes to be
written, or the history of the development
of this continent, Western Australia will he
referred to as the last of the States to Le
settled. 1 do not know whether you, My,
Chairman, have read the book written by
Professor Shann on the settlement of West-
ern Australia since 1829. There you will see
something of the tribulations of the settlevs
from 1829 on. 1t is a delightful hook.

The Minister for Lands: But 15 the infor-
mation reliable?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.

Mr. Sleeman: Does it deal with the group
settlements?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, with
the group settlements beginning in 1829 ani!
1830, long before the hon. member was horn.

Mr, Panton: This iz lis second time on
earth.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then he
must have been a jolly good chap the frst
time he was here, because yon are never the
same twice. However, he is not 50 bad just
now. The book to which I referved is really
worth reading. It deals with the trials anld
the wonderfyl conrage of the early settlers,
and it describes the work that yet has to e
done. PBut we now do not usk the people
to suffer the privations of the earlier set-
tlers; we would not like to do it. Neither
would we like to go at the slow pace at which
they went in those days but of eourse it was
brought upon them by necessity. They he-
ran by landing on the heach nnd they built
their homes out of bush timber and seratched
around for food. In eonnecction with recent
iand settlement we have advanced a great
deal of money and it has proved an invest-
ment thal shonld satisfy the greatest Jew in
the land. We have had resalts directly and
indirectly and we shall reap the harvest
and it will be reaped also long after every
person in this Chamber has passed away.
Let us face our problems, hecanse they must
be faced in the interests of all the people.
Let us face them so that we may keep the
country going and so that food ean always
be had for our people. Let us face them 30
that we may build up a population, Let us
face them because they give us the oppor-
tonity to lift men from the wnek. There 15
one member in this House who should have
gone on the land yenrs ago. ITe can pro-
duee most successfolly the most  difficult
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thing; be is the kind of man we want
scattered about the country. He is the man
who could give the lead to others. We are
uot ensily driven. I do not knew that we
could drive the Minister for Lands very far.
The task would be very difficult hecause
British people are not easily driven. They
are, however, easily influenced and compara-
tively easily led, but they are best led by
example, and they respond fairly readily.
Particularly is that so with the man on the
land. Thoughout the country the wen who
are the most suceessful in the management
of their farms are the men of that type, 1
heard to-night for the first time thal it was
the Minister’s intention to make drastic
changes in the methods of group settlements.
Tt i= all a question of management; there
is nu doubt abont that. 1t is also a question
of work. On the land you do not zet any-
thing unless vou work for it. There 15 in
room for striking or go-slow, or any accursed
thing like that, that people ean do when
they are drawing money from others in ve-
turn for their labour. There must be work
in the country. The men who ave there have
worked and they are willing to work, OfF
course we eannot guarantee men, but we can
guarantee the land, and we should see to 1t
that the right men are kept. It is not an
easy mafter, but it ought to be possible. The
original idea in econncetion with the group
settlements was that the =o'tters themseinss
should say when & man ceased to be a decent
worker,

The Minister for Lands: They would not
tell.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
that was the original intention.

The Minister for Lands: It was a verv
good idea.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They dil
it for a bit.

Mr Lindsay: A very small bif.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
got rid of a few people. Later the foremen
were allowed to get rid of some of the set-
tlers, but that did not work quite fairly,
and so there was a ehange. Some stayed
that should mof have stayed. But you find
evervwhere people who should not be where
they are. We cannot stop doing things be-
cause there may be a few who will not work.
If we did that we would never manage at
all. Tt is all a question of management and
control, a question of doing the right thing.
Someone said a member of Parliament
should always do right. We should realise

I san
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that if we do right, we shonld not e spen.l-
ing most of our time in rect:fying wrongs.
The Minister for Lands: If we always
did right, we would never do anything.
We would he afraid of making mistakes.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No. The
Minister misunderstands me altogether.
We would not get the results if we did not
do what was right. I am not referring to
the AMinister at all.
The Minister for Lands: I know that.
Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If we
endeavour to do right, to adopt right plans
and right poliey, to put the right men iu
control and to set a right course, then
we shall have done the right thing. In
those circumstances the result is more
likely to be good than if the right thing is
not always attempted. A Federal Com-
mission 15 coming to Western Australia,
It is a pity that group settlement and land
settlement did not proceed as the Minister

decreed. We are responsible for the
money that is borrowed. It is our land,
our work and our responsibility. We do

want help, and we are getting it for the
first time. We took all the risks relating
to land settlement, until the time of the
first soldier settlement. Now we are get-
ting some help from the Federal Govern-
ment and help from the Imperial Govern-
ment as well. My agreement with the Tm-
perial authorities, which the Minister
thought was right, and I considered was
fairly liberal, provided for substantial
help, but we get twice as much help under
the new agreement that the Federal Gov-
ernment have entered into. I do not know
what the Federal Commission can do. The
members of the Commission will probably
see the Minister, wha will tell them what
it is proposed to do. T suppose he will do
what he inltends. As the Minister indi-
eated, we are getting enough money to
cover the losses we are likely to be faced
with, The fact remains that the work of
development in the South-West is now
being taken at the risk of other Govern-
ments to a considerable estent. I hope the
work of the Federal Commission will prove
helpful, but T am always doubtful about
commissions, The Minister must fix the
poliey and carry out the scheme according
to his own methods. No one conld object
to that. That is a responsibility, and an
opportunity for the Government. The Min-
ister supported the introduction of this
method of settling the people on the land
for the same reason that T did, and T have
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set forth that reason at considerable
length this evening. Farming is the thing
we want, and production from the farms
as well. Down in the South-West we have
men from the goldfields, wharf lumpers
and others from every part of the State,
and from the Old Country. Tt is all a ques-
tion of management and T am sure, in com-
mon with the Minister, that the men will
he sureessful. I doubt if it is wise to give
the men 43 acres cleared straight away.

The Mimister for Lands: That would be
over ahout four vears.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I helieve
that 25 acres, if worked, will keep them
very well indeed.

The Minister for Lands: The expert savs
“no”; I do not know.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
the men would go on clearing other por-
tions of their holdings, for which they
would bhe paid as they were in the wheat
helt. If I may say so withount offending the
Minister, what the settlers want are pigs
and cows. In my opinion the pigs will
Lring in more money than the cows, but the
settlers eannot keep pigs without ecows.
They will also have to go in for growing
mangels, lucerne, peas and probably some
oats az well. They should have five sows
and keep their young stock to the bacon stage.
1f they have them, and half a dozen cows
as well, the setilers will be comfortably off.
Bot of course they cannot have that stoek
without a plough. Many of the settlers
have more than 25 acres cleared now, but,
at any rate, I hope the Minister will see
that they have pigs as well as cows. As a
matter of fact, the South-West should pro-
duce al! the bacon we want and also a con-
siderable quantity for export. There is an
unhmited market for pork in the Old Land.
Britain  imports £70,000,000 worth of
pork cach year. I do not think we need
fear that we shall not seenre a market for
all we produec. I think we shall have
markets for all the batter, bacon, wool,
wheat and fruit and everything we are
lilkely to produce in this State, long before
we are at the export stage, after providing
for our own requirements. I lnow the
Minister iz keen on migration. I have
pointed out time and again, althongh my
words have always heen combated by mem-
bers opposite, that we have far more peo-
ple in the State than 374,000, Year after
vear we hring out people and vet a greater
number seern to go away than are hrought
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in. The departures always seem to exceed
the arrivals.

The Minister for Lands: That has been
sfopped. ‘The popnlation is inereasing
splendidly now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It has
not been stopped. The position is the same
now as it always has heen. Then again,
children ate born year by year. In the last
six months the excess of arrivals over de-
partures has been 1,486 but the nominated
and assisted migrants alone have numbered
1,803, Tor last year the assisted and nom-
inated migrants alone numbered 4,011,
and yet the excess of arrivals over
departures was only 3,189, That is
ridiculous, The people are here. The fact
ix that every quarter, 220 are taken off the
number of people supposed to he in West-
ern Australia and then when a census is
taken they decide that we shall have 10,000
fewer people than we are supposed to have.

Mr. Griffiths: Is that how they get at
it ¢

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. The
Federal people take off a number at the
rate of, say, a thousand & year, and thus at the
end of a ten-year period we lose 10,000
people. We are supposed to receive 25s.
per head for all the people in the State,
but, of course, the authorities will not de-
prive us of that money. The people ar:
here. It would bhe impossible to get a
eorrect census in this State. Members
cppogite, especially when election time
ecame round, always areused me—and they
were supporied in their aecuszations by
their official newspaper—of having brought
people out at sreat expense, and vet those
people were not staving in the State. The
same thing is zoing on now; the figures [
have quoted are official. T suppose these
penple walked out of the State! Certainly
thex did not pay their fares.

Mr. Panfon : We will have to ereet a
harbed-wire fenee to keep them in.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
no need to ereet a barbed-wire fence to
keep Vietorians in Western Australia.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is only neces-
sary to o through the country areas and
see the development that is taking place,
to et proof of that,

Hon. Sir JAMES JMITCHELL: Of
tourse, that is so. When it was said that the
newcomers were leaving the State, I pointed
to the order for a thousand houses. Those
bumildings were put up in the country dis-
trists, and thousands more. The Minister
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informed us to-night of the number that had
been erected in the group settlement areas
alone. In each of those houses there is proh-
ably a wife and & number of children.

The Minister for Lands: The population
in the group houses alene is nearly 10,000,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And
there are thousands of other people who are
in these distriets merely heeanse the groups
have been estabiished. 1 suppose there are
quite 15,000 people there who did not live
in those parts before. We have erccted
houses for the people, and others are settling
down and getting married as well. Yot there
are people whe say that we are not keeping
the population, and that more leave than
come in! Irrespective of the assisted and
nominated migrants, there are many people
who pay their own way when they come ont
to the West. Of course these people are
here. When it comes to inking off 880 from
our population in an armirary fachion each
year, hon. wmewbers can easily understand
the position.

Mr, North: Is there a fixed period for
cach censzus?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Yes.
The Federal authorities take ofi 380 each
year to make sure we do not get more than
we shonld, and when a sensus is taken they
inke off another 10,000.

Mr. North: It is a shame.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
blame the Government. [ say the people are
here, ‘and we should be drawing our per
capita payments for them.  The present
Minister for Lands adopted the policy of
the previous Governmen: and is endeavour-
ing to earry it out. There is no donbt about
that. He has made some changes, of course,
with whiech T do not altogether agree, but
that is hig¢ duty and his responsibility; he
has to do what he believes is right. There
is no one else on the Government szide of the
House that could do the work so well. When
the Wilson Government went out in 1911,
land settlement had come o the top. With
the present Minister, land settlement has
sone on. The work is procceding much as
it did before he took office. T do not say it
ir going on quite as well as if he had not
gone there at all, but he is endeavouring to
carry out the same poliey with some changes.
No one on his side of the House could do
it anvthing like as well as he is toing it.
Tf I have any criticism to offer this evening
rezsrding (his. the most important work of
government, I shonld say it is that the higher
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officers particularly employed in the depart-
taents that the Minister controls have not
been advanced in salary to the extent their
work deserves.

The Minister for Lands: I agree with
you, and told the Public Service Commis-
sioner so regarding some of the officers.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
eourse, we have no control over the salary
items, for they are fixed for ns by the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner, and by the Pub-
lic Service Appeal Board.

Hon. W. D. Tohnson: Why should it not
be s0¥ What is wrong with it?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What is
wrong with the hon. member?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Why should not the
saluries of officers be fixed by the board?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T say
they are fixed that way. We appoinied the
board?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: T thought you were
complaining.

Hon. Sir JAMES JMITCHELL : You
knew very well I was not complaining! I
said that the Government had no say in
{ixing salaries.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is the point.
Tt is undesirable that Parliament should have
that power.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is the
responsibility of the commissioner and the
appeal hoard and we appointed the appeal
hoard.

Hon. W. I). Johnson:
plain?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T was
not eomplaining at all. 1 do not think Par-
liament should fix salari:s.

Hon. W. 1. Johnson: Then you had no
reason for making the remarks that you did
just now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I pro-
pose to make any remarke that the Chair-
man permits me to make and I shall cer-
tainly not ask the member for Guildford
what I shall say. If he had been in his seat
:nstead of somewhere else, he would have
heard me sav that ¥ consider the salaries
paid to the higher official: of these important
departments have not heen adequately in-
creased and their respon-ibilities have not
heen properly recognised in the salaries
fised. I shall not bother the member for
Guildford further; he will have an oppor-
tonity to diseuss the salaries if he pleases.
1t is onr right to disensy them, but we caan-
not alter them. I congratulate the Minister
for Lands on his statement ahout land selee-

Then why com-
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tion. I agree with him that we shall not be
likely to have enough land again to satisfy
the people seeking it. If we bad 10,000
biocks of first-class wheat land we should
readily get 10,000 people from the Eastern
States to take them at our policy price. I
do not think we shall ever again satisfy the
demand for land and I sincerely hope we
shall not. We want to sec ihis country
settled.

ME. LINDSAY (Foodyay) [9.2]: I was
interested in the speech of the Minister for
Lands, particularly in his reference to the
large area of land still to be selected for
wheat growing. In speaking on this ques-
fion the other evening 1 remarked that I
thought we had made mistakes in our poliey
of land settlement, inasmuch as we had per-
mitted the land to be sclected in holdings
that were too large.

The Minister for Lands: T agree with you.

Mr, LINDSAY : I would advise the Min-
ister to be consistent. The Minister within
the last few years has staled from his plaee
in the House that we should amend the Land
Act to permit of a wman taking up 15,000
acres.

The Minister for Lands: That was sand-
plain country.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes. In reply to that
I said that suech an amendment would not
be carried while I eould stand on my feet
and oppose it. I have before me a para-
graph recording a statement by the Minis-
ter that he considered the land in the Bull-
finch area might be given away in 2,000-
acre blocks. That was first-class land. With
that statement I wish to deal to-night. The
Minister, like the rest of us who are grow-
ing old, is learning and he has certainly
learnt a lot about light land in the last two
years. One must congratulate him on having
an open mind on that question. Two years
ago we were told that we had nine million
acres of light land within 12 miles of ex-
isting railways, the value of which land we
did not recognise. We know that many
hundreds of thousands of acres of that land
have since been selected. We have been told
that & great many losses have heen made on
light land in this State, but when we come
to analyse the position we must agree that
only within the last three or four years has
there hbeen any value placed even upon the
firgt-class land in the wheat belt. Some few
vears ago we could buy first-class farms—I
did 50 as a member of a repatriation com-
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miltee—for a great deal less than the value
of the improvements upon them. Owing
to the fact that we have proved the guality
of the land, that there is not a big area of
wheal land to be selecied from the Crown,
and that people from the other States want
our land, it to-day bas a value. As I indi-
cated a little while ago when the Minister
was speaking, we are continually learning
more and more about the quality of our
land. To-day we know a great deal more
about light land than we knew two years ngo.
Seme of our light land is not as good as
we should like it to be. 1 shall not deal with
the South-West or with the North where
there are sandy areas near the eoast, but our
light land would be considered by other
States of much greater value than we re-
gard it even to-day. I dealt the other day
with my visit to the Eastern States where T
inquired particnlarly into the nse of light
land. It would be a good thing for Western
Australia if the Minister for Lands sent
some of the trustees of the Agricultural
Bank to the northern parvts of South Awus-
tralia and Vietoria, so that they might see
what is being done and what is eonsidered
good land there, and ecompare it with the
land in this State on whieh they are not pre-
pared to advance Agricultural Bank funds.
i travelled some hundreds of miles through
practically sandy mallee country, not one bit
better than a million acres of our light land,
and there the farmers consider that the area
of a holding should be inereased to 800 acres
and no more. Hecently a report was tabled
in this House from which I have taken some
figures. There are 934,130 acres to be served
by a new railwav, and the report stated
that that area would provide holdings feor
400 setilers. That is equal to an average of
2,335 acres per settler. The proportion of
land in that area that will not be selected—salt
lakes and wodgil country—will not he five
per cent. Yet we are going to give settlers
areas averaging more than 2,300 acres. One
of our great difficulties has heen that we had
too few people on the areas we have already
settled, and the position is getting even
worse than it was a few years ago. Owing
to the increased value of land and the man-
ner in which its produetive capahilities have
been proved, everyone who goes on the land
to-day wants to grab hs much as he can get.
In my travels I have found that although
under the Land Aet a man is permitted to
select only a certain area, and in the matter
of the name in which it is held does not
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select more, there are many who actoally
hold 10,000 to 20,000 acres. I helieve in a
wan having a iair area provided he works
it, but when dealing witk original land set-
tlement, the country should be ent up into
blocks that will give settlers a living area.
When we say that a man should hold 2,000
acres of first-class land, as the Minister has
said, and when we say he should hold 5,000
geres of third-class land

The Minister for Lands: What is the good
of the first-class land if it has pot the rain-
fall?

Mr. LINDSAY: [ am speoking of the
Bullfinch eouniry, and I believe that it will
prove o be a successful wheat growing area.

Mr. Davy: You would not carc how much
land a man held provided he worked it effi-
ciently ?

Mr. LINDSAY: That is pot the point.
To got development as fast as possible we
want as many settlers as we can get on areas
of a reasonable size. AMr. Gregory accom-
panied me through wy distriet not long ago,
and I told him my ideas of the area required
by a settler. He could not agree with me.
In travelling through the district he asked
me why this and that land bal not been
selecled. 1 veplied that it had all been se-
lected 10 or 15 years ago. Thea he asked
why it was not being worked. In my ex-
perience it takes an average settler from 15
to 20 years (o improve 1,000 aeres, and it
would take him much longer to improve
2,000 acres. The development of the coun-
try has been retarded throngh settlers seleet-
ing unnecessarily large areas.  There are
men who select land and are net suceessful
settlers, and there are some men who prove
more suceessful and progressive than others.
When the suecessful men get on their feet
they will buy out the other men; and so make
room for their relatives. I have brought this
matter op because the Minister spoke of a
Closer Settlement Bill, The actions of vari-
ous Governments in this State bave brought
about a condition of affairs that will have
to be dealt with in the near future.

Mr. Davy: Is not the remedy a stringent
enforeement of improvement conditions?

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, to a certain extent,
but the question involved is “What is a liv-
ing area?” 1 have stondied the schemes of
land settlement in other parts of the world.
I have information about the early days of
settlement in Ameriea. In Vietoria, land
was selected in blocks of 640 acres. In the
Northern Valley the maximum area is now
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800 acres. Yet we aliow people to select
blocks of 5,000 acres of good, solid sand-
plain country, which the Minister knows is
profitable wheat growing land. When a set-
tler without capital goes on to such a block
what an immense sum he has to raise in
order to develop that area and what a num-
ber of years it will be before he ean develop
it. His action in taking up such an area
retards the district and the State. The fact
that he has to pay rates and tazes on an
unneecessarily large area means that he is
beiny deprived of money that he should be
putting into the development of a block of
reasonable size,

Mr. Davy: If vou had strict improve-
ment conditions that would overcome the
whole of the difficulty.

Mr. LINDSAY : We have those conditions
to a certain extent to-day.

Mr. Davy: Are they too casy?®
. Mr, LINDSAY: My point is that the Rail-
way Advisory Board mentioned that 934,000
acres would provide holdings for 400 set-
tlers. I know that land and I know that
several 20,020-acre blocks have been taken
up. I doubt whether 400 settlers will be pro-
vided with land there, Yet there is sufficient
land to give living arcas to 800 sctilers, and
it would be better if the land laws insisted
upon the 800 settlers being placed there. At
present there is a big demand for land in
this State, but the granting of those big arcas
means it will take twice as long to develop
that eountry as it would if we placed double
the number of settlers on it. This question
is a far-reaching one. Our wheat yields are
low and the reason for it lies in the methods
of cultivation. Generally speaking, even a
progressive man aeqnires too much land and
finds he has not the plant or the capital to
develop it properly.  Consequently our
methods of farming are bad. A small area
farmed well is better than twice the area
farmed as it i3 usually farmed in this Stale.
T have an extract from a book by Sir Horace
Plunkett, on rural life in America, dealing
with the farmers in the Middle West, the
wheat country of the United States, when
the land was first settled. He savs—

They took up more land than they ecould
handle; they borrowed money to carry out im-
provements and in order to pay their interest
and instalments of purchase, they invented a
system of farming unprecedented in its waste-
fulncss. They treated the farm as a mine or
as a bank where the depositers are always
taking out more than they put in,

The same thing is oceurring in Western Aus-
tralia to-day. The Agricultural Bank trustees
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ave the greatest offenders in forcing people
to take up unnecessarily large aweas of
land. The Minister has told us repeatedly
that the Agrienitural Bank trostees will make
advances on light land. That is not my ex-
perience. Probably I have had as many deal-
ings of this kind as has any other member.
Although the Agrieultural Bauk trustees
will advance iu eertain distriets and at cer-
tain distances from a railway, they will not
do so unless the applicant has a large area,
Two cases came within my knowedge re-
cently. One was an arca of 1160 acres,
which I know is good second-class land. I
was told that the area was not sufficient on
which to make a living and the bank would
not advance on it. On another area of 1,860
acves the trustees ave not advancing, and
again they said it was not large enough.
The question is, “What area do they consider
large enongh?” The amount -of capital re-
quired to clear and fenee that land and pro-
vide a water supply, stock and implements
for it would be £8,000 to £10,000,

The Minister for Lands: | can only tell
vou what the bank trustees tell me.

Mr. LINDSAY: Well, they told me dif-
ferentlv. The Agrieultural Bank Act was
amended to allow of further assistance he-
ing given in this direetion. 1t has been stated
publicly that the assistanee was for this pur-
pose. In order that a man might have 600
acres of land cleared, 300 acres under fallow
and 300 under erop, it would practieally mean
that he would have to take up 2,500 acres.
If it is vight that 300 acres under crop re-
presents a living area, the bank should be
prepared to advance on a block of 1,000
acres. I would not allow any man to select
more first class land than that,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You do not suzgest
that would he sufficient in the ecase of licht
lands?

Mr. LINDSAY: No. In some of the
vellow sandy country it would not he
enongh,

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
rotation erops upon it.

My, LINDSAY: Tn the case of the great
bulk of the light lands T know of iu the
wheat belt 1,000 acres would be suflicient.

Mr. Latham: T would not iike to try if.

Mr. .INDSAY: Men in my distriet have
les< ihan 1,000 acres.

The Minister for TLands: There 15 very
Tittle licht land available in vour distriet.

Ay, LIXDSAY: Xo. We know the value
of it.

You mnst have the
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Mr. Davy: Are you not prepared to al-
low -a seftler who goes out inte the baek-
blocks a chance of making a little more than
a living?

Mr, LINDSAY: I did not say a little
more than a living? I referred to a living
area. lf a man farms well he has a better
living than le could get in the eity. I am
not making a finaneial statement, but I could
give the details of the scheme I drew up
some years ago. The other night I dealt
with the subject of efficient agriculture.
1 have here a bulletin issued by Professor
Perking of South Australia. He was dealing
with the area of farms. He said that
owing Lo the inerease in the cost of produc-
tion it was necessary to have a bigger farm
and have greater sized machinery in use
to-day. His idea of a small farm is 200 acres
under crop, and of a big farm 300 acres under
crop. We fhus come back to my original
remark on the subject. Ie also deals with
the increased efficiency -of farmers on
Yorke’s Peninsuln. He says that the aver-
age acreage for those engaged in that part
of the State in primary prodoction has in-
creased from 77 to 147 aeres. He is limit-
ing himself to something that is the usual
limit in the other States.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: That would not pra-
duce a sufficient evop to give a man a living.

Mr. LTNDSAY: I have told members that
he suggested increasing the area from 209
acres to something like 300 acres under erop.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: That will not give
a man a living.

Mr. LISDSAY: T do not say so. These
farmers would earry sheep and farm on the
rotation system.

Hon. W. D. Jolhnsen: That area would not
earry sheep.

AMr. LINDSAY : I do not say the farm in
the mind of the Professor is Timited to 300
acrex. He is talking ahont the crop every
vear and iz alluding to the proper method
of farming on the ratation hasis. He is pro-
bably referring to a total area of about 900
aeres. 1t wonld be advisable if the trustees
of the bank were to go to the Eastern States
to inquire into methods of farming there, the
areas of land, and the quality of the land.

The Minister for Lands: The manager was
there the other dav.

Mr. LINDSAY . Thev might then see
they could introdunee some Fasfern States
ideas into this State.

My, Latham: Mr. (frogan lived in the Eaxt-
ern States for manvy vears
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My, LINDSAY: Some settlers in an out-
lyinygr portion of my electorate said they
were refused an advance by the Agricultural
Bank, and ask me to approach the trustees
with a view to getting an advance, I do
not know what ares they hold or the quality
of their land. [ wrote to the frustees vester-
day bat have not yet reccived a 1eply. Many
grievances have bern placed before me, but
when L have inquired into thew I have gen.
erally found that the trustees have heen most
liberal in the treatmeni meted out to theiv
clietis. When we pick up thousands ol mwen
from the highways and byways and put
them on the land we musl expect some fail-
ures. Thev are nnt always az fair to the
tiovernment or the Lrusiees as they might be.
The Minister put forward certain figaras
dealing with group seitlement and referred
to a drought in the South-West last year.
In that part of the State the summers are
usually dry.  In the report of the Royal
Commission the rainfall in various sclected
areas is set out. In the case of Busselion,
where records have heen kept for 43 years,
Auring five months of the summer the rain-
fall averaged 64 points per month, It is
not to be expeeted that crops will grow in
the summer on such a light rainfall. If sue-
cess is to be achieved in those distriets it
must he obtained by conserving fodder in
silos.

My, Latham: What is it at Pemberton and
Turther sonth?®

Mr. LINDSAY: The report of the Com-
ni~sion saye—

The dry summer of the South-Wesi is re-
sponsible for the fact that in all but the very
moist soils the peak periods of production of
the annual and perennial constituentis of the
pastures fall within a fow weeks of each other.
The animals are in their prime in October and
November, and the pcrennials between this
and Janvary, The farmer will thus find himself
with an abundance of feed during the spring
and enrly summer months, but with a short-
nge during late summer and winter.

Verv few members have read this report.
hut thev have freely eriticised the members
of the Commission. Tn face of this state-
ment, the Minister’s remarks are surprisin:.
T am resnonsihle for the figures contained
in the report. T have been accused of in-
flating them, according to the minority re-
port signed by the member for York, bui my
fieures have not approarhed those given bv
the Minister to-night.

Hen. 7. Tavlor: You were very optimis-
tie.
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Mr. LINDSAY: Some members Lhougit
I was pessimistiecc. We went a geod deal
further than the Minister went. We felt
that for a settler to get anvthing like a living
he must have 20 cows in milk, For that
purpose we estimated it wus necessary to
earry 31 cows on the furm. We further es-
timated one cow to three acres, and two
horses, making a total acreage of U9 acres.
When I made up the figures connected with
the development of 99 acres, I made the
average cost to the settler £3,064 9s. 6d. 1
was told I was very pessimistic. The min-
ority report on this subject says—

I do not agree with fhe financia) statements
which purport to set oui the average cost of
holdings at groups 3, 4, and 7, as at the time
of disbandment, and which carry the esti-
mated costs on to 30th June, 1927, I cannot
endorse the method adopted in framing the
estimates, for in my opinion the figures have
heen unduly inflated.

My figure comprised 99 acres, partly under
pasture and intense culture, to carry 31 cows
altogether. The Minister stated—

Tt was the intention to clear 45 acres of heavy
timber country at an estimated cost of £2,800.

The Minister for Lands: T did not =ay any-
thing of the kind.

Mr. Latham: It was £1,800.

Mr. LINDSAY: What did the Minister
say?

The Minister for Lands: I said it was ex-
pected that some of the land would be
cleared by the settlers themselves., I refer
to the amonnt that the Government might
advance by way of a maximum, :

Mr. LINDSAY: That would be £2,000 in
the case of light land.

The Minister for Lands: And £1,000 in
the other case.

Mr. LINDSAY : Then the sum of €1,800
would include fencing, clearing, stock, ete.
The Minister gives the sum of £1,800 m
which espenditure the settler would be ex-
perted to do some of the work himself. In
other words the Minister was not allowing
for the 45 acres cleared by the Government,
but was allowing 45 aerez less one-fifth.

The Minister for Land=: That is corvect.

Mr. LINDSAY: Having been criticized
over these figures I was surprised to heas
the Minister’s igures. Up to the present no
block of 45 acres has been cleared for £1.800,
We were dealing with the eroups as they
were then.

The Minister for Lands: Some have been
cleared for less.
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Mr, LINDBAY : When 1 gave my figures
the average cost of clearing, fencing, water
supply, pasture, house, 23 aeres of clearing,
ete, was £1,508. 1 allowed £7 per acre on
nmy figures for clearing. These were figures
given by the department. The remainder of
the land was to be cleared on picce work.
I do not believe it possible for these men to
make a living out of 10 cows. No one could
expect more than £14 a year from a cow,
though 1 believe when ecalves and pigs are
included it has been built up to £18.

The Minister for Lands: Your figures are
contrary to the actnal tests that have heen
made,

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
would be extraordinary.

Mr. LINDSAY : If the side lines are in-
cluded it could bhe built up te £18

The AMinister for Lands: Not cows only;
other things as well,

Mr. LINDSAY: Calves and pigs as well.
The member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith)
said the figures were altogether too hign.
He suggested 10s. per month.  The Minis-
ter contended that investigations made on
the Peel Estate had redneed the figures from
30s. per month to £1, or perhaps he said
25s. | think the Minister’s second thoughts
represent something near the revenue re-
quired. J have bronght the matter up be-
cause of the return whieh the Minister him-
self laid on the Table, showing the number
of eows per settler. After five years' de-
velopment, on the 21st May, 1921, there are
on Group 5 23 settlers with 77 cows, and on
Group 6 15 settlers with 71 cows. That
shows an average of a little over four cows
per settler after five years’ development.
That average is low. The members of the
Roval Commission on Group Settlement
were taken down to that distriet speciaily
to see a fine growth of cocksfoot on Group
4. This was before we concluded our re-
port. I was surprised to find those results.

The Minister for Lands: That year was
the worst vear the Busselton district had.

Mr. LINDSAY: In view of the rainfall
conditions in the Busselfon distriet it ean-
not be expected that grass will remain green
there during the snmmer months. The Royal
Commission’s report did not eondemn the
Abba River settlement, but said that the
Abha River lands should not have been used
for group settlement. Now, the Abba River
lands are the lands which the Minister par-
tHieularly mentioned. Tn that arean it is mnot
altogether a question of rainfall; the

A retorn of £14
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trouble is that the soil will not retain
meisture,  The only hope of saving that
area as regards snmmer dairying lies in silos.
There is no real smnmer land in the area,
exeept in the gullies of the forest country,
In the flat distriet around Busselton it is
not possible to grow summer erops, and the
cattle can only be fed by means of silos. My
remarks will be on record in the vears to
vome, which will prove the correctness of
my eoniention as to number of settlers aml
aren of land., What has been the experience
of every country in the world will be our
experience. My view of land settlement is
to follow the course that is tanght ns by the
experience of other countries. If we had
paid regard to that expericnce we should
have a great many more settlers on the avex
of land served by the existing railway sys-
tem, and we shounld alzo have a tuch larger
production than we have to-dan The lareer
produetion will eome, but much more slowly
than wounld otherwise have heen the case,
In my district, which has been settled for
20 vears, not one farm has all its land im-
proved; and many of the farms consist of
less than 1,000 acres. The average man
whom we put on the land is not able during
his lifetime to improve more than 1,000
acres.

Mr, Latham: Do you say the average man
ennnot improve more than 1,000 acres?

Mr. LINDSAY: From practical experi-
ence I say that the average man does not
improve more than 1,000 acres in 20 vesrs.

My, Latham: Thank Heaven, that is not
the average in our district!

Mr. LTNDSAY: In my distriet there is
s farm of GGO acres on which 220 acres have
heen improved, and another farm of 700
acres on which, up to six months ago, 270
acres had heen improved. T have sines
bought the rest of the land in the second
farm.

Mr. Davy: Do not von know one man who
has cleared and improved 1,000 acres?

Mr. LINDSAY: I am speaking of the
average man. I dare say there are men who
have improved more than 1,000 acres. T
know of cne man who has imoroved thons-
sgnds of acres himself, and his trouble is
the same as that of manv Western Austra-
lian farmers. When asked hv a neighhour
whv his erop was put in so badly, he re-
plied, “T had snech a had erop hecanse T
Fave sueh a laree area.”

Mr. Davy: Tt is only a matter of canital.
One man by himself eannot do verv much.
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Mr. LINDSAY: That is just the poinl.
Properly to improve 1,000 aeres of forest
country in this State costs £4,000, and
then the land requires £2000 or £3,000
worth of maehinery and stock. The owner
cannot horrow more than £2,000 from the
bank on it, and he has to get his proifit out
ol the suil, The period of development
. here must necessarily be extended hecause
our farmers generally have areas that are

too large. NRecently I heard one farmer
say to another, “I have a lot of seif-sown
cron.” The gecond farmer said, “*Self-sown
crops dow't pay.” The first farmer rejoined,

“I have so muoch land cleared and 1 had
“surh o lot to sow that I did not get it all
furrowed.” The mamber for West Perth

(Mr. Davy) knows the man I amn speaking
of.

Mz, Latham : Either he has not much
stoek, or he is not much of a farmer.

Mr. LINDSAY: In the interests of the
State it would he much better if we had a
greater number of setilers on the areas.
That would also be much betier for the
settlers themselves, and the average vield
per acre would be mueh higher than it is
to-day. These arc my reasans for having
brought the matter before the Chamber.
In the years to come this will become a
burning question, and the Minister for
Lands, if still in office, will be trying to get
Closer Settlement Bills passed, not only to
deal with the large estates existing npow,
hut also to deal with the large estates
which are being and will be created. As
the years go by, the question will hecome
more serious.

MR. LATHAM (York) {9.38] : I con-
eratulate the Minister for Lands on his
very able speech in introducing the depart-
mental Estimates. The Government may
well be proud of pessessing a member who
knows so much about land settlement. A
certain amonnt of credit is also due to the
Leader of the Opposition for having taken
into his confidence the present Minister for
Lands, then Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion, at the time the land seitlementi
schieme was initiated. TIndeed, everybody
shorld be proud of what has been aceom-
plished in so short a time. The results of
the work are wonderful. I have got ouk
some figures showing the wheat production
of the State during the last 15 yvears. They
are astounding. In 1910, with a record
sverage vield per aere which still holds
eood. 1248 bushels per acre, the State’s
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production of wheat was 3,600,000 bushels.
In 1925, 15 years later, on a far smaller
average yvield per acre, the State produced
23,887,000 bushels of wheat, Such pro-
gress in the space of 15 vears is absolutely
wonderful. All we have to do is to con-
linue that selfsame progress for another 13
vears and the State will more than held its
own with any other wheat-growing coun
tryv. The Minister has produced to the
Chamhber a map showing 38 million acres
of good land only awaiting transport
facilities to Dhecome available for settle-
ment. We can do nothing at all to help
him in that respect. He must look to his
own Treasurer for assistance. 1f the
Treasurer asks for authority to borrew
reoney for railway purposes

The Minister for Launds: He cannot do
it at present.

Mr. LATHAM: Tf be does, there will not
be one voice raised in opposition on this
side of the Chamber.

The Minister for lLands: The Treasurer
eannot do it until the railways already
authorised have been constructed.

Mr. LATHAM : T know that. Many
railways are needed for areas which have
been settled for a number of years, especi-
ally Kalgarin. It is a erying shame to
keep settlers so long without a railway. T
did hope that the present Government
would have seen fit to build that line be-
fore completing the railway from Dwarde
to Narrogin. The former line iz the more
neeessary. I know there was an old promise
which had to be fuliilled as regards the
Dwarda-Narrogin project; but, still, it
would have been better if the other line
had been construeted.

Mr. E. B. Jobnston: Why did not your
Government build that other line? They
huilt neither line.

Mr. LATHAM: The reason was that in
those times money was extremely diffieult
to ohtain.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: But your Govern-
ment did not build either line.

Mr. LATHAM : No oune knows better
than the hon. member that the Mitchell
Government did as much as ever it was
possible to do. Men had to be taken off
other works to build a line for settlers
who were carting wheat 23 miles to a
siding. Carting wheat. moreover, is much
more diffienlt than carting wool, the special
product of the distriet which &id get a
line. Let me repeat that on a question of

.
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building more railways there will be no
opposition from this side of the Chamber.

~ Mx. E. B. Johnston: You have just been
opposing one railway.

Mr. LATHAM: I am speaking of the
area shown in yellow on the map produced
by the Minister for Lands, If the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B, Joho-
ston) wanis me to proceed with the other
subjeet, let me tell him that not one farmer
in the area now served by the Dwarda-
Narragin line was situated more than 16
miles from a railway.

Mr. E. B. Johnston :
wrong.

Mr, LATHAM: No. Settlers who have
to cart 20 and 30 and 40 miles would be
quite satisfied if they conld get within 16
miles of a siding, Certainly people who
have to cart wheat long distances should
be given railway facilities firsi. 1 agree
with the Minister for Lands that country
should not he thrown open until there is
an assurance of railway communication
for it. I know of settlers situated 54 miles
from a railway who, for several years, pro-
duced wheat which was bringing 3s. 4d. per
bushel. Of course that was an impossible
proposition, and we do not want to see such
s state of things repeated. Those adverse
conditions take the heart out of the best
zettler.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That was the early
weakness of wheat belt settiement and caused
the Industries Assistance Board.

Mr. LATHAM: Even to-day nearly all
those settlers are on their land, and more-
over are fairly comfortahle financially. I
am not questioning that the Government of
that day did what was best. The explanation
is that settlement went too far ahead of rail-
way econstruction.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
confined to one distriet.

Mr. LATHAM: I agree with the Minister
for Railways. It is a good investment to
build lines and proceed with the settlement
of our lands. In looking at the map pro-
duced by the Minister for Lands I am greatly
struck with the large arca available in the
southern part of the State, the area running
from Albany eastward.

The Minister for Lands:
sheep country.

My, LATHAM: Just east of Albany, per-
haps, but when you get towards Esperance
it is of befter quality. I feel sure that area

You are quite

That is only
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is going to produnce millions of bushels of
wheat. All we have to do is to go steadily
until we can provide the money for the rail-
ways. We cannot afford to place settlers on
small areas of ligcht land, The best settlers
we can get from such land are the sons of
farmers, and farmers themselves who have
already developed small nreas of land.

The Minister for Lands: And some of the
South Australians.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not think they are
likely to take up mueh of that land. One
settler from Yorke’s Peninsula when over
here locking for land told me the time they
liked to get in was when some work had been
done. | have never struck either a South Aus-
traliun or a Vietoria who has gone ount into
our virgin eountry for land. A little while
ago I saw s man looking for 20,000 acres
for himself and family, but in the end he
camne back on to a railway and paid £5 per
scre. Wheat ean be grown on light country,
but not year in and year out.

Hon. W. D. Jobhnson: That is where the
member for Toodyay was ont in his caleula-
tions.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. We have scon that
demonstrated. It mav %2 all right for two
or three years, but it musi then have a spell,
Moreover, sheep are requived for that coun-
tey, and it must be fed off, not hurned oif,
Tn my opinion about 35,00 acres of it is
required.

The Minister for Lands: When I referred
to acreage, I had in mind some arcas of sand-
Plain, of which 20,000 acres would be re-
ruired.

Mr. LATHAAM: Of course, one cannot
get 5,000 acres of light land all good in one
area. Qur sand-plain is not nearly so bad
as some Deople believe, TWhere such land
has been cultivated with other land for a
few years, one eannot find the original line
of demarcation between it and the betfer
country. However, we cannot successfully
put new settlers on to that light land, for it
requires experienced men. We have won-
derfully good advisers in the Agricultural
Bank, and 1 hope we shall always have be-
fore us the advice tendered hy the trustees
of the bank. I ean guite understand why the
surveys are not going on inore quickly. The
difficulty, of course, is railway construction.
1 want to congratulate the Minister on the
able way he has handled the netting ques-
tion. The rabbits have not caunsed so much
tronble this season, owing largely to the
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splendid way in which the vermin boards
and the settlers themselves have taken the
mnatter in hand. But the Minister and his
ofticers have done admirable work in getting
out wire netting. When 1 see the miles of
petting that has been erceted this vear 1 am
proud to represent a district to which the
Minister has given so much consideration.
it has been the means, not only of reducing
the damage by rabbits, but alse of encourag-
ing the settlers to go in for sheep. which will
he worth a lot to the State generally. i
an sorry there should be people who will
insist upon picking out {he weak spots in
group settlement. T could wish the member
for Toodyay {(Alr. Lindsuy) weve present.
He quoted the poor summer rainfall in the
group seftlement areas, but in doing so he
restricted his remarks to the Busselton dis-
trict. The State has done a great deal for
a lot of people who will persist in criticising
the Government’s efforts to utilise the
Crown lands, of which we have so much.
TLet us just analyse some of the rainfall
figures. In the Busselton area for 43 vears
November produced an average of 86 points,
December 54 points, January 43 points,
February 47 points and Miarch 88 points,
That is the driest part of the group settle-
men area. When we come to Demnmark we
find that in a period extending over 22 vears
November prodnced an average of 178
points, December 140 points, Jannary 113
points, February 164 points and March 234
points. At Karridale, over a period of 30
years November produced an average of
147 points, December 121 points, Janunary
94 points, February 106 points and March
152 points, In Manjimun over a period of
12 years November produced an average of
226 points, December 174 points, Janunary
108 points, February 107 points and March
142 points. Such criticism as the hon.
member indulged in is not fair to the State.
1 say mnever mind who inavguraied the
scheme, or who are now carrying it on. It
is not fair to the South-West to sayv it has
not a rainfall suitable for dairying.

Mr. Teesdale: It is erying stinking tish.

Mr. LATHAM: Even if we do have dry
periods down there, we have them every-
where else.  Moreover, Western Australin
does not have them so frequently mor so
severelv as do the other States. Even the
finer dairying portions of New South Wales
experience droughts in which the farmers
have to destroy their cattle. Let us be fair
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to our own country. We have a country
to be proud of, and we ought to be proud
of the endcavours being inade to utilise the
couniry. It is our duty to help the Minister
and to do what we can to enable the settlers
of the South-West to make good. [n most
instances they are men who came here with-
out money. Our main idea has been to try
io lift men from the bottom rung of the
ladder and give them an opportunity to
achieve suwecess. There is a good market
for the conumodities being produced down
there, and L feel sure that if the member for
Sussex were here he would tell us of a
marked inerease in the butter supply in
thuse distriets. L hope the Minister will be

“entirely suecessful in his group scitlement

scheme, and that we shall have the advan-
tuge of getting a greater amount of cheap
money then is in sight- at present for the de-
velopment of the South-West. As the Leader
of the Opposition has so clearly put it, we
have a great vspousibility upon ns; we have
uo right to liold that land withont utilising it;
we are under an obligation to people it and
to people it with onr own race.

Mr. Teesdale: That does not apply to the
North as well, does it?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, it applies to the
North equally; bub there is more diffienlty
to be eonfronted in the North. We cannot
develop the whole of the State at once, and
+0 where the strroundings arve a little move
congenial, as in the South-West, we should
pMant settlers and give them a start, after
which, perhaps, we may find opportunity to
mierest ourselves in other parts of the Btate
FEven it we gave no more financial assistance
throuzi the Asricultural Haok, the omis-
ston could not prevent the tull development
ot our wheat belt. The Minister has m-
formed us of people with capital coming
here. and I believe that when we have devel-
oped the South-West a little more, we shail
e able to leave it to look after ilself while
we turn our attention to the North-West, a
country Iacking onlv men and money. Un-
fortunately at present we are not in a posi-
tion to supply either. The Opposition ave
not here to criticise the Government’s at-
tempts to do what is right for the Stare,
even thourh the Government are not quite
as capable of administering the affairs of
the State as we ourselves would be. Nat
only group settlement, but all land settle-
ment, has my blessing, and if I can help it
along I shall be only too pleased to do so.
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MR. GRIFTITHS (Aven) {9.58]: I want
Lo remove from the minds of members on
this side a misnnderstanding. To-night the
Minister said that some member on this side
had approached Government officials and,
when taxed with having made incorrect
statements in this Chamber, had turned it
aside by saying that he was not attacking
the officials, but had merely said those things
in order to nullify the growing popularity
of the Government in the country distriets.
If any membher on this side made sueh a
statement, he has a very low coneeption of
fair play as between man and man, The im-
pression is abroad that I was the member
referred to. I was not.

Mr. Marshall interjected.

My, GRIFFITHS: There is the hlowily
beginning again. The officials of the Tndus-
tries Assistance Board and of the Agricul.
tural Bank, like all other men, ave liable Lo
make mistakes, but there are many oceasions
on which a little pleading from the member,
and some good adviee from the Minister him-
self, has served to remove anomalies and cor-
rect injnstice.

I want to bear this testimony because 1 sup-
pose T have been as frequent as anyone in
my representations to Ministers and officials
in regard to men who have grievances or
alleged grievances. I sujipose alse, because
it is known that T am alwuys anxious to help
anybody, people take advantage of that and
rubmit matfers that ean offen be satisfae-
torily explained by & mere perusal of files
or a simple representation. Many of these
people somsetimes suffer, not from injustices,
but from extension to them of too much
leniency. The figures that have been sup-
plied by the Minister regarding the Agri-
cultural Bank and the Industries Assistance
Roard convinee me that the latter is one of
the finest debt collecting agencies the Gov-
ernment has ever established. The report of
the Under Secretary gives one an idea of
what has heen done in the way of surveying
and classifying areas. One can almost gasp
at the magnitude of the operations that have
heen earried out. For instance, we learn
that the country north of Kalgoorlie and out
to East Murchison has been stocked with no
less than 30,000 breeding ewes, and that
there has been a wonderful transformation
from a scaltered cattle run into n series of
well improved and thoroughly equipped
sheep stations. When one comes to think of
that, and of the opening up of the country
hotween the Trans line and the coast, the
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group seitlements, the subdivisions that have
heen eompleted between Salmon Gums and
Dundas, the Crown lands subdivision and
classification east of the Great Southern
railway and the No. 1 rabbit fence, the big
area north and east of Walkalling, and the
preliminary classification of Crown lands
cast of Lake Monger and northwards of
l.ake Rothsay, one cannot but be impressed
by the importanec of all the improvements
that are taking place and the resulfs that
zre likely to follow. With regard to wire
netting, recently I had the opportunity of
visiting North Baandee where T saw on farm
after farm netting being erected. Althongh
we have heard a good deal aboul the delay
on the part of the Covernment in getting
to work in this direetion, (here is no douht
abont it that the netting has been well dis-
iributed in that part of the State and quickly
erected. A good deal has been said about
cur light lands. There is one phase that T
would like to bring before the House. Re-
cently hon. members had an opportunity of
seeing a film showing that part of the coun-
try north of Waeel. That film was veally an
advertisement for traction engines, The
man responsible for the enltivation of the
srea shown on the flm wrote me a few per-
tinent notes recently which might be of in-
terest to members to henr—

Whilst T am writing you I would like to
point out also the handicap that the rise of
5s. per ton is going to be in the price of super.
Although the use of super. to-day consumes
many tons where a ewt, was used u few years
back, the tendency is to inerense the price at
the cxpense of the farmers. When the con-
sumption was small an agrecment was made
with eertain merchants, some of whom were
importing manures that in consideration of
their dealing only in locally manufactured
super., that distribution would be confined to
them, and a bonus of 10s. per ton paid to them.
They are hound to pay country agents. 2s. per
ton only as commission for petting orders, and
various other rules have to be observed. Now
most farmera make arrangements to pay cash
for their super., and as we cannot grow crops
without it, there is no need for anyone to chase
us for orders. We could do without any in-
termediaries altogether, and the use of light
land is compelling ns to use 1 ewt. and even
114 ewt. per aere, Personally T intend sowing
13 ewt. on 8,000 acres, so that although I
will pay cash, this honus will cost me X250
or 714d. per aere, and every man who crops an
acee of land in this State is taxed by this hanus
alone at roughly 6d. per acre or more.

I shall sa¥ no more than to econgratulate the
Minister as the member for York has done.
The position is very satistactory and we feel
that wa should endeavour to assist the Min-
ister in every way we can. The question of
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group settlement is something like the lignor
question—it calls up a lot of controversy.
There are members who pose as group settle-
ment experts, but I confess I know very
little abount the matier.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) {10.6]: I d»
rot see why a poor town dweller should not
say a few humble words on this vote. After
all, although the representatives of metro-
politan constituencies cannot pose as having
sny practical knowledge of farming or of
farming problems, or of the agricultural de-
velopment problems of tbe State, we are
just as keenly Interested as are the farmers
themselves. A lawyer or a doctor or a retail
merchant or a labourer in town, is entirely
dependent for his employinent on the pros-
perity of the agricultural and pastoral and
other industries of the State. Therefore we
canpot fail to be deeply interested. T wish
to make one or two brief remarks which
have been prompted by the interesting speech
of the member for Toodvay (Mr. Lindsay).
T do not think he mean: to create the im-
pression, which T think he may have ereated,
that it was desirable that the farming lands
of Western Australia should he ehopped up
into little pieces and that only such small
pieces should be given to eaeh person as the
average man could effectively develop.

Mr. Tecsdale: He said it plainly, too.

Mr. DAVY: T do not think he eould have
meant that. The adoption of such a poliey
would be most disastrous, There are per-
sons in Western Austrelia. whatever the
member for Toodyay meay say, who have
cuccessfully developed ihousands of acres
themselves, not of course with their own
kands, but with their brains, initiative and
capital, whether they had the capital or
whether it was borrowed. I can think of
one man, probably the most ontstanding of
that type of person in Western Australia,
who started at advaneed middle age in the
year 1913 or 1914 without a shilling to his
name and took up land on the Wongan Hills
line. He there crops vearlv at the preseni
1ime hetween 5,000 and 6.000 acres. Two
or threec vears ago he took off 25,000 bags
of wheat. Recently the same man aequired
another larze property between the Wongan
Hills line and the Midland line and he
ctarted on it about last September. It is
virgin country. This vear he has cropped
2.000 acres.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: He had money when
be started.
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My. DAVY: He had not anything when
he started. I think I can satisfy the hon.
member afterwards that he had nothing at
all.

Hon. W. I0. Johnson: 1 happen to know
something ahbout it.

Mr. DAVY : Well, we can disenss it
afterwards. ¥ have stated it to be a faect,
hecause of a particularly intimate relation-
ship with the individual.

fTon. W. D. Johnson: There is no man in
this country whom 1 admire more, but all
the same there were special cireumstances.

Mr. DAVY : Perhaps so, but nevertheless
1 have quoted that case as an instance of
the type of person whose services might
be lost il the view of the member For
Toodyay (Alr. Lindsay) were taken seri-
ously, and were acted upon. The result
would be to erapp the energy and enfer-
prise of men; it would delay development
anil  affect the prosperity of the State
enormously.  Barly in the history of land
development in Western Australia it was
laid down that a man could take up omly
2.000 acres of C.P. first class land. Whether
or not it was because it was realised that
to allow a person to have more would be
inimical to the best interests of the State,
I do not know. Tn practice, however, that
rule has been openly and completely
ignored at the Lands Office. If a man has
already more than his quota of land, and
desires to acquire more, there is never the
slightest attempt to conceal the faet, and
he takes it up in the name of his wife.
sizfer or cousin. It is done openly; why,
I do not know, Buot T do think that if the
law definitely lays down one thing, and
the opposite is done ovpenly and without
question. if cannot be good for the Siate.
Tt might he just and proper that we should
say that any person who takes up Crown
land on the very favourable terms offered
under the Land Aet, that person should
sirictly eomply with the improvement con-
ditions, That is the way to prevent the
danger which the membher for Toodyay
fears. From what T have heard it is un-
doubted that a great number of persons in
this State have impoverished themselves by
insisfing on holding larger areas of lanil
than they have been able to develop. In
that respect thev have been their own
cnemies, But the remedy for that to mv
wind is, not to pass laws saying that they
shall not hold more than a certain area of
land, but to say that no man shall acquire
C.P. land unless he carries ount rigidly the
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improvements that may be deiermined
upon. There shonld be no getting away
from that. 1f the improvement eonditions
are not safligiently stringent to prevent a
man holding wastefully too much langd,
those condifions should be tightened up.
That seems to me to be the correct way to
deal with the situation, not by the method
that the member for Toodvay inferred
rather than definitely stated.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[10.13]: T desire to express my apprecia-
tion of the explanation, though somewhat
limited, ‘of the Minister for Lands in re-
gard to the activities of the department bhe
administers. FEvervone who has taken an
interest in the State during the past 12
months has been partienlarly struek with
the enormous amownt of attention that our
agricultural lands have reeeived not only
from our own people but from people in
the Fastern States. I think we all receive
imquiries. Only to-day I got two letters
from Bastern Australia asking me to supply
partienlars in regard to our lands. We are
receiving communieations of that deserip-
tion regularly, Any hon, member inter-
ested in land development in Western Aus-
tralin, who has heen in touch with the
Eastern States in recent times, receives so
many inguiries as to indicate that onr
areas are inereasing in popularity with the
people of the Kastern States. That is due
Lo the fact that eur land values are low as
compared with their productive ecapacity,
and compared with the Liastern States our
lands are a better assel or a better invest-
ment than similar land in other parts of
Australia. In our enthusiasm regarding ra-
cent developments we must not be carried
away into assuming that our past methods
regarding land settlement and development
have not been sound. I do not agree with
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) in
his contention that the areas that can be
taken up under the Tand Art ave Loo great.
The Land Act of to-day has been in opera-
tion for a long time and the area that can
be selected by an individua) under that Aet
i3 the minimum area that should be avail-
able for selection.

Mr. Latham: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. 1, JOHNSOXN: That provision is
a tribute to the early administrators of the
Lands Department who framed the parent
Act. Tt was not dome during my {ime in
Parliament. Perhaps my experience goes
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back as fur as that of any other hon. member
and if my memory serves me rightly, the
Aet was framed during the time of Mr.
George Throssell, a man with a wonderful
knowledge of Western Auztrabia. and extra-
ordinary ability in estimating what was re-
guired from an agricultural point of view.
The lands policy as we know it to-day was
laid down by that hon. gentleman many
vears ago and successive Governments may
have amended the Act, but they have never
attempted to interfere with the area of land
available for selection by an individual set-
tler, Tt is troe that the Land Act Jdoes not
lay down conditions suitable for inducing
people to take up and farm ounr light lands.
T believe the time has arrived when we must
go into that question. I have had exper-
fence of farming our light lands and it has
ghown me that the most diffiealt problems
have been those associated with the light
lands. Some hon. members contend that
Earmers have made a success of farms com-
posed wholly of light lands. T say most
emphatieally that T have not seen them. Al
my losses and difficulties have been associated
with the light lands that 1 possess. As the
member for York (Mr. Latham) pointed ouf,
after we had snffered great losses regarding
the methods adopted in farming the light
land, we learnt the right way in which that
task should be undertaken. The work eannot
te accomplished 6n a small area. If we
adopted the views of the member for Tood-
yay and provided the area he suggested, we
could not crop the land every second year.

Hon. G. Taylor: The land would not
stand it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No¢. The light
lands will never stand it. I believe the mem-
ber for Toodyay was present in the corridor
when a number of men experienced in agri-
eultural development were discussing this
phase. Mention wns made of the large
quantities of “take-all”in the crops this year.
Tt was generally conceded by those who had
had experience, that the presence of that
weed was due to overtaxing the strength of
the land. Tf we start to erop the light land
every second vear we shall enconrage the
production of diseases and nests. The onlv
way to overcome the diffieulty is te chanee
the erop rotation or do what the member
for York proposed, namely. to pat stock on
the land to build it np. So far as T ean
determine, the eorrect way, judging from mv
own sturdies and from mv ohservation of the
methods adonted hy other people, i to evon
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it during the first year. lossibly, if there
is & good season with the conditions gener-
ally favourable, and presuming a suificient
dressing of super has been provided, n
farmer may get a 12-bushel c¢rop. During
the succeeding year, if exactly the same
methods were adopted, probably not more
than eight bushels of wheat to the acre
would be procured. No matter what may he
done, the second crop will never be exactly
the same as that of the preceding year. The
solution is in changing the crop? Instead
of burning oft the stubble on the light land,
&s would be done on beavy land during the
injtial stages, sheep would be turned on to
the property to tread the stubble down and
gradually work it info the soil thug strength-
ening it again. Then oats wounld be put in,
and probably repeated again, After that
the land should lie under pasture for =
couple of years so that the strength of the
soil might be built up again. When we have
to resort to those condittons hon. members
must appreciate the faet that it cannot be
done with small areas. If a farmer is lim-
ited tn a small area he is forced to erop it
in successive vears. The result is to make
a mess of the whole thing and the land will
produce nothing hut rubbish, including “take-
all’” and other discases. While I do not
agree with the Minister when he talks ahout
holdings of 5,000 acres, I emphatieally dis-
agree with the member for Toodyay when
he speaks about 1,000-acre holdings.

The Minister for Lands: I said that two
vears ago some people took considerably
more than 3,000 acres.

Hon. W. D. JOFINSOXN: The point is that
if 2 man has to take 5,000 acres of land in
order to make a living from it, then the
eapital cost of the undertaking will get him
down. ]

The Minister for Lands:
about sheep farming.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Tt is extremely
difficult to make definite statements regard-
ing our light country. The country the mem-
ber for Toodyay spoke of, which will he
served hy the Ejanding Northwards railway,
is totally different from the light lands of
the Midland distriets. There is a lot of
light land between Merredin and Bruce
Rock. Tt has heen availahle for selection
for the last 15 or 16 years but we do not
touch it at all, We advise all our friends
to leave it alone, becauze that land will not
produce sufficient to recoup a settler for the
capita] outlay essential to get any crop at

T was talking
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all. In other words, that land represents an
economic impossibility. On the other hand,
there are huge areas of light couniry well
worth development. But I say emphatically
that tbat land cannot be developed on the
basis of 1,000-acre holdings. 1 am not wor-
rying about the opinion of the member for
Toodyay, or about my own opinion. I take
consolation from the knowledge that in West-
ern Australia we had a very wise man who,
during the early stages of land settlement,
laid the foundations of our Land Aect. I re-
fer to the late Mr. George Throssell,
Then again we had other wise men
whose advice was available to dir-
ect us to to the development of our
land. We had Professor Lowrie, who
did splendid work in educating the farmers
in the utilising and development nf our dif-
ferent country areas. Then Mr. Sutton eame
along. T desire to pav the highest tribute
to that gentleman. He was remarkably eau-
tious at the start. Fe would not make a
declaration as to what was possible in this
State. IHe said our lands were totally dif-
ferent from those of which he had had
experience. At several meetings of farmers,
I heard Mr. Sutton say that while he had
opinions of his own he was not prepared to
make any definite declaration until he had
had experience in connection with our lands.
He proecceded gradually. There i3 ne doubt
that some of vs who have made zome little
suceess with our farming operations, are
prepared to give the whole of the credit to
Mr. Sutton and the edncation he provided
for ns regarding the methods to be em-
pleved in the development of our holdings.
For my part, T certainly give that credit to
Mr, Sutton, Indeed we have been verv

fortunate in the selection of officers who

have this special qualification of eantion,
and also enthusiasm regarding the investiga-
tions they had to make to enable our set-
tlers to suceeed with their operations in the
wheat belt. While that is so regarding our
development and production in those aress,
we also had the advantage of the establish-
ment of our Agricultural Bank. We now
have a thoroughly edueated staff whose
knowledge has been built up during the past
25 or 26 years. Thus, we have experts to
whom we can well leave these problems.
There is nne thing ahout the present Min-
ister that T have noticed partieularly. Time
after time he has made definite declarations
rezarding various questions, but when one
attempts to cross-examine him he always
turns back to the expert advisers, whose ser-
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vices are available in his department. Thus
the Minister has in the Agricultural Bank
trustees men who have had a very wide ex-
perience regarding our lands. The Manag-
ing Trustee, Mr. MecLarty, is a man possess-
ing special qualifications. He has devoted
very many years to the fask of advancing
money with which to assist our settlers to
till the soil and produce our wheat
crops. He has acquired such knowledue
that we ecan well leave it to his good
judgment to decide upon the areas of the
different types of land necessary to en-
able a settler fo make a living, The
safety valve we have in Western Australia
is provided by the Agrieultural Bank, and
the wide experience and eclose applica-
tion the trustees have had in estimating
the productive capacity of our land. Their
experience is such that they are not likely
to mislead any Minister or any Government
regarding the area nccessary for an indi-
vidual farmer to enable him to make a liv-
ing. While that is so concerning our wheat
lands, we are not in such a fortunate posi-
tion regarding the South-West. \Vhile we
have men of wide experience respecting
land settlement in the wheat belt, both in
the forest country and iu the light areas, it
cannot be said that we have equally qualified
men to assist us regarding the South-West.
As a member of the Group Settlement Royal
Commission T was particularly struck by the
limitations of the men administering that
very difficult problem. [t is a credit to the
Minister that he, with the limited knowledge
of the officers who have been advising him
on group settlement, has not made more
wistakes than have been made to date. As
the Minister pointed out, the officers have
had four or five years’ experience of the
group setflement problem and they c¢an now
arrive at definite conclusions as to what is
possible. The Minister is submitting a new
basis for the consideration of Cabinet. That
new basis is largely on the lines of the
report of the Group Settlement Commission.
He has recognised, as his officers recognise,
that, affer all, the evidence that the Royal

Comumission on Group Settlement obtained .

was the evidence of men actually on the
groups. Evidently the conelusions arrived at
by the Commission are going to receive seri-
ous consideration. T wish to advise the
Minister that it is very difficult to declare
definitely what amount of money will bhe
available for each particular block.

The Minister for Tands: The amounts 1
gave were only approximate.

[ABSEMBLY.]

Hon. W.-D. JOHNSON: The trouble is
that the land varies in quality. In the wheat
belt scttlers have picked out the good areas
and the lighter land has been left. It is the
light land that is spoken of now as being
worthy of settlement. There is a million
aeres within 12 miles of a railway, land that
was passed over by people who teok up the
heavier forest country as not worth settling.
That, however, has not been the practice
in group settlement. The Government have
faken a given area and have subdivided
it into blocks. In that ares may be founu
a number of particularly good dairy farms,
but also quite a number of indifferent ones,
and a few blocks that are absolntely bad.
Therefore, to say that the Government
vill advanee a given -amovnt per block
would he tv do a great injuslice to
the men on the poorer blocks, who will
Kave to ecmploy different and more ex-
pensive methods to et the earrying
capacity that the stronger and better soil
will give, T want the Minister, in dealing
with future groups, to cxercise more care
than has been exercised in the past in the
selection of land suitable for group settle-
ment. The Ahba River land should never
have been selected. Members were told
that tens of thousands of acres of similar
land had heen surveyed, and possibly it,
loo, would have been settled had there not
heen a change of policy at a given stage in
the development of group settlemeut, The
Abba River arvea should never have been
softtled ; it has been a sad experience.

Hon. G, Taylor: Some of it has been
abandoned, has it not?

Hon., W, D, JOHNSON: Some of it has
Leen abandened.,  The Minister is en-
deavouring to do something with the re-
maining portion, but it would he hetter to
ahandon a great deal of the bad eountry
and make op our minds, as the member for
Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) has said, that we
shall never gef a permanent pasture on the
lizht land, beeause the cotfee roek is so
near to the surfaee that in summer it
cannot relain the moisture to  feed the

pastare. Consequently, during the period
when pasture is most needed, it is not
available.

Hon, G. Tavlor: Tt wonld be wise to ent
the loss.

Hon. W. D. JOIINSON: The Minister is
endeavouring to overcome the diffieulty
and T hope he will he suacessful. It will be
remembered that the Roval Commission
were adversely criticised becanse of their
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advice respecting that avea, but it will now
he appreciated that the members of the
Commission did not err in their jodgment.

Mv. Sampson: You did not err on the
side of optimism.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSOXN: Neither did we
ety on the side of pessimism. Tt was not
a question of heing optimistic or pessi-
mistic; it was a matter of practieal experi-
cnee, of judging what we saw, what had
been attempted and what had been
achieved. Tt was a question of the
ceonomic possibility of making a suceess
of that land. This is not the time for
criticism, heeause land settlement and
development are going ahead so well, Years
aen the Lands Estimates were the most
adverselv critieizsed of all, simply beeause
we were then stroggling to establish our-
selves,

Mr. Tatham: People did not understand
it.

Hon. W. D. JOHENSOYX: That is so, and
mewnbers did not understand it.  The
farmers themselves did not understand it.
To-day the position is different. The
farmers have had experienee: they know
exactly how to tackle the land. They are
getting wonderful production as compared
with the vears gone by, with the result
that land values are inereasing, finanecial
institutions are more liberal in their ad-
vances, and the financial difficulties of the
farmers are nothing like so great as thev
used to be. There is considerable prosperity
from one end of the State to the other.
Now that things are going so well and
farmers are in such good heart and feel
thex have overcome the problems that
faced them, T want the Minister to lend
all the assistance he can, not so much to
the work of production, but rather to the
problem of marketing, which, after all, is
our main problem to-day. If there is one
thing T admire about the Prime Minister,
Air. Bruce,—and there is a good deal on
which T disagree with him—it is that he
has constantly been aetive ever since he
lecame Prime Minister to overcome the
very grave difficulties that we in Australia
experience from the marketing point of
view. In his speeches at the present Im-
perial Conference, and at the previons one,
he constantly urged those who use our
products to realise that there were better
methods of obtaining them than prevailed
at present. I helieve that we in Western
Australia are better organised as regards
wheat marketing than is any other part of
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Australia, but the disorganisation in East-
ern Australia is having a  detrimental
tflect npon the marketing methods of this
State. If we could only get the whole of
Australia up to the standard of our mar-
keting organisation, particularly for wheat,
we eould get the world's value for our
crain. To-day we do not get the world’s
value because of marketing limitations.
Although the farmers of Western Aus-
tralia. by their enthusiasm and loyalty in
sticking to one another, have improved the
conditions, still their suecess is discounted
by the disorganisation in Eastern Aus-
tralia. The Minister could give a good
deal of enconragement to the marketing of
wheat, and he could assist in the marketing
of dairy produets. ITe should insist thal
this work does not fall into the hands of
those who exploit the producer, and he
should assizt all the organisations that are
setting out to educate the producer and
give him an opportunity not conly to pro-
duce milk and dairy produets, but to manu-
facture them in factories that he himself
controls and owns., Then, after the manu-
facture, he will be able to market it him-
self without the assistance or intervention
of middlemen. A big attempt is bheing
made to prevent the dairy farmers of
Western Ausiralia from being exploited to
the extent that dairy farmers are exploited
in other parts of Australia. The Minister
has already lent some assistance, partieu-
larly to proup settlers in the Manjimup dis-
triet, to provide a factory of their own and
wet the full result of their labour, and T
trust that he and his Government will con-
tinue that poliey of helping lhose who de-
sire to help themselves, and thus get West-
ern Australia organised somewhat on the
iines of Denmark, where the producer pro-
cures the full result qf his labour because
he himself attends to the manufacturing
and marketing of his product. If we get
fo that stage, I believe some of the diffi-
culties of group settlement will be over-
come, hecanse we shall then have no diffi-
culties about marketing. Where the pro-
ducers of other States are more fortunate
in respect of the earrying capacity of their
land—they ean carrv more cows per acre
and get a greater yield per cow—they lose
considerably because they are limited to
produetion, and because the manufacturing
and marketing are in the hands of other
people.  We can counterbalance the lower
produciion obtained in Western Australia
by doing our own manufacturing and
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wmarkeiing.  This policy Is worthy of the
serious consideration of the Government,
and 1 trost the start that the Minister has
made will be an inceutive to go further and
eneourage in every centre the establish-
wment of co-operative cremmeries, butter
faciories and organisations for marketing,
so that the producer shall get the full re-
sult of his labour. T trust that enthusiasm
for land settlement will not lead the Min-
ister tv attempt too greatly to influence
the Agricultural Bank trustees to advance
liberally on light lands. The member for
Avon (Mr. Griffiths) spuke of discussing
with the trustees the ratter of advanees to
and the problems of sei.'ers in his own dis-
trict. I, too, have had oy portunifies to dis-
cuss snch matters with the trustees, and I
am sure the experience of the members for
Avon, Toodyay and York coincide with
mine, that when one sits down with the trus-
tees and has the files before him, he invari-
ably finds that the departmental officer is
right and that the farmer is wrong. Conse-
quently, when we probe so many of these
cases and get down to detail and find that
the farmer is the man who is wrong, our
confidence in the administration of the Agri-
cultoral Bank increases. Let the Minister
be guided by those experts whom we have
educated for so many years and who have
shown such applieation to the job, who have
pever dropped us, and who will not drop us
vrovided the Government plaece full confi-
dence in their administration.

ME., SAMPSON (Swan) [1044]: I
listened with considerable interest to the re-
marks of the Minister for Lands. I regret
that he has not, either in the ¢ourse of this
session or last, brought down a measure to
force into use the unutilised land concerning
which so much has been said in past years.
During the life of the previous Government
two measures were introduced, but unfor-
iunately hoth were lost in another place. In
Augnst, 1924, Following on the assnmption
of office of the present Government, another
Rill was introduced, but it fell by the way-
side. T am sorry the Minister has not per-
sisted in this matter. It is not like him to
iake one defeat as final.

The Minister for Lands: If was tried
three times, and we supported it each time.
- Mr, SAMPSON: One of the great dis-
abilities from which the State suffers is the
immense area of land that remains unutil-
ised adjacent to our railways. This means
that the railways have some difficulty in

.
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paying their way. TFigures have been given
in the House showing the amount of trans-
port that would be provided if these lands
were brought under cultivation. The land
tax has been doubled, bui that was not the
iax we asked for. That which was asked for
was a tax that would, in effect, foree into
use lands that are at present leld in idle-
ress. Many people are desirons of taking
up land, but have to go many miles from a
1ailway in order to get it. The result is that
wheat cannot be grown profitably in those
circumstances. The battle-cry of the pre-
sent Government to a large extent was that
if returned to office it would foree into use
the idle lands. I am sorry the Bill that
the Minister for Lands introduced did not
become law. Such a measure is very desir-
able. I can only hope that althongh this
Parliament has npearly come to an end, he
will make a further attempt in this direction.
I wish to congratulate the Minister upon
the view point he has adopted in regard to
group settlement. The statement made by
Iim that there have been fewer complaints
in this conneetion since he has been con-
nected with the groups, is a gratifying one.
The scheme will ultimately prove the salva-
tion of the Sonth-West. Time was when
olmost everybody found fault with the
secheme. Gradually this belief has changed,
end people are now realising that there
ean he no real smeeess in the develop-
went of the South-Wes! unless we push
tn with gyoup settlement. The scheme
is being developed, and the position to-
day is very satisfactory. - This is by no
means a Hash in the pan. It is an effort
that will wltimately prove to be in tle best
interests of the State and provide a solation
of what was a most difficult problem. For
over 80 years attempts have been made to
develop that part of the State, with very
little success. When travelling through the
country o few years ago, one conld
see a small clearing lere and there, the
result of those years of effort. To-day, be-
cause of the scheme of the Mifehell Govern-
ment, which has been earried on by the Min-
ister for Lands, the whole outlock is chang-
ing. I am giad the Minister has taken such
a broad view of the subject, and is carrying
on the development of this work. The scheme
is something in the nature of an inspiration,
When one realises the constant drain upon
the finances of the State in order to provide
foodstuffs for the people, one can readily
admit that without group settlements our
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future would be much more difficult.
1t was gratifying to hear the Leader of the
Opposition trace the development of the
scheme, and to note the picture be painted of
the ultimate success that would be assured.
I fully believe that his words wiil be borne
out. The country must be developed. The
figures that are available in regard to the
money paid on the importation of foodstuils
go to show that the proposition is sound.
Last year butter to the value of £642,000,
cheese £56,000, meat (bacon and hams)
£175,000, milk and cream £180,000, fruit and
vegetables in liquid £62.000. jams and jellies
£122,000, onions £33,000, potatoes £74,000,
and fruit juices 8,500, were imported into
the State; in all practically £2,000,000 worth,
mostly from the other States. No further
argument i5 neeessary to justify the effort
that has been put forward to bring into pro-
ductivity hitherto unutilised land in the
Sounth-West.

Mr, Heren: You will not alter that until
our people use local products.

Mr. SAMPSON: We are doing that to a
greater extent than before. We bave only
io produce the goods for them to be utilised.

Mr. Chesson: Excellent woollen goods are
being manufactured at Albany, but lhe peo-
ple are not vsing them.

Mr. SAMPSON : I refer to foodstuffs. The
operations of the South-Wiest Milk Products
Company are sufficient to show that (he peo-
ple do use local dairy products when they
are available.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : The diffieulty is to get
supplies.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am sorry the people do
not insist npon getting Western Australian
butter, jams, eie. There has been difficulty
in seeuring supplies. The obstacle in re-
gard to dairy produets is being overeceme,
The Pasecomi Company, whose factory is es-
tablished in Stuari-street, North Perth, pro-
vides an example of what can be done. The
factory is passing through a difficult period,
but the effort will ultimately prove snceess-
ful. The milk producers of the outer subur-
ban area have banded together in this co-op-
erative effort. They have taken steps
whereby they will distribute their own milk
to the ennsumers of the metropolitan area.
This milk will first be pastenrised and clari-
fied.  When the public realise what this
treatment means, and how it ensures that
the filth which would otherwise be left in
the milk and be eonsumed is removed from
the product, I am convineed that the milk
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will be almost exclusively used. 11 is a great
pity that the advantages of elaritied miik
are not more widely known. From the stand-
point of health alone it iz very de:sirable
that it should be known. T hope as time goes
on this knowledge will become general.
When that position is reached, the milk pro-
ducers will come into their own. In place of
being held in a state of bondage, they will
have the opportunity of earrying on their
own business, of selling their products at a
reasonable price, and, in addition to looking
after their own interests, provide something
in the nature of proper food.

Mr. E. B Jolm,s_t'.'m: Butter factories are
a great help.

Mr. SAMPSON: I believe that a large
gquantity of butter will be produced by the
company as time goes on. Another dairy
products ecompany is being established at
Harvey which, as a butter-produeing centre,
is making wonderful progress.

The Minister for Lands: It is a pity they
are starting another there when there is a
co-operative factory already established,

Mr. SAMPSON: I am referring to a co-
operative concern. The rapidly increasing
quantity of butter-fat that is available in the
Harvey district makes this almost imperative,
but it may be questionable whether it is wise to
have two such factories in the one centre. The
position from the standpoint of dairy pro-
duets in Western Australia is altering. For
this we must thank the group setilements.
As the years go by, less money will leave
Wiestern Australia for the purchase of our
food requirements, Our people will have the
satisfaction of knowing that they are pur-
chasing dairy products that are being pro-
duced within the State, and that the money
hitherto lost to Wistern Ausralia will re-
main here for circulation and further devel-
opment.

MRB. KEENNEDY (Greencugh) [10.38]:
The progress and prosperity of the State
are doe mostly to the opening up of agri-
enltural and pastoral lands, Owinz to the
decline of goldmining it is very necessary
that this land should be opened up and
shonld he tenanted by the incominz migrants
and our own zurplus population. Though
much has been done in the past, a great
amount still remains to be done. Large areas
of land still remain to be opened up. I do
not altogether agree with the picture painted
by the Leader of the Opposition. He vimi-



1722

alised an invasion of Chinese into this coun-
try. 1 think the Australiun nation made &
name for itself in Gallipoli, Flanders and
France io such an extent that it will not be
terrified by any suggestion of this sort.

Jrr. Tecsdale: We waut the British pation
to sand by.

The Premier: ln case it may be needed.

Mr. KENNEDY: | agree with the mem-
ber for Toodyay that many of the areas
now held by farmers are too large for them.
It would be bhetter that these larger areas
should be subdivided so that they may ab-
sorb more people.

Mr. Latham: That is bad propaganda.

Mr, KENNEDY : I congratulate the Gov-
ermment on having repurchased the Mendel
estate, near Mullewa, comprising 33,112
acres, most of it first class land. With =
view to showing the rush of applicants for
land in the Vietoria district more especially,
I mention that for 18 blocks on that estate
there were 150 applicants. As far back as
1904 the State repurchased the Mf. Jrin
property, consisting of 59,911 acres. The
property was subdivided into farms. In
1909 the Government repurchased the Ouka-
bella estate of 44,941 acres, and in 1910 the
Narra Tarra estate of 23,758 acres. In 1911
the Bowes estate of 38,233 acres was repur-
chased, and in 1914 Yandanocka, compris-
ing 140,309 acres. In the early part of this
vear two estates were offered to the Gov-
ernment-—Kockatea, of 15,400 acres, and
Wongoondy, of some 33,000 acres. These
are adjoining properties, and the land is
mostly first-class. T recognise the necessity
for having the properties inspected and re-
ported upon by the Lands Prnrchase Board,
hnt T am sure they would be good proposi-
tions for subdivision into closer settlement
bloeks. Large numbers of people are ery-
ing ont for land in the Vietoria distrief,
That distriet, which is within the assured
rainfall of 11 to 14 inches, has had the high-
est average wheat vield in the State for many
vears. T repeat, the Government would o
well to repurchase the Kockatea and Won-
goondy cstates.

The Minister for Tands: Tt all depends on
the valnes.

Mr. KENNEDY: T do not know what is
heing asked for Wongoondv, but the price
sngmested for Kockaten is not hich. This
latter estate, in partievlar, would prove as
advantageons for settlement as the Mendal
estate.  The ffovernment would not lose a
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penny ou the transaction. During the course
of the debate it has been pointed out that
ihe Urown holds large areas of first-class
iand further than 12% miles from existing
railways, Undoubtedly it is neecessary that
railways should be built to make those aveas
available, Experience shows that to ask
settlers to take up land many miles from
railway communication means frequent
tailures. The officers of the Agricultural
Bank and the Indusiries Assistance Board
are most capable men, and know their busi-
ness thoroughly; but there are instances in
which hardship results to settlers in the Vie-
toria distriet through the decisions of those
officers.

Alr. Teesdale: I thought so once, but if
vou look into the cases you will ¢hange your
mind,

Mr. KENNEDY: At a place called Gutha,
about 40 iniles Irom Mullewa, blocks were
taken up and there were several failures,
thongh these were probably due to the iu-
experience of the settlers. The settlers
cleared the light lands, not being financially
strong enough to clear the heavy country.
They thought they would get returns from
{hose light lands, bat failure attended their
efforts. Qur experts now advise that if
heavy lands are cleared and fallowed, good
erops result. On the blocks abandoned, =
number of soldicr settlers now find them-
selves on the high road to prosperity. Thoze
ahandoned properties, which were over-
grown  with timher and were hreeding
erounds for vernin, now carrvy heautiful
erops. and there is not one aere of Crown
lands left to be taken up in that neizhbour-
hood. Some of the seftlers, however, are
experiencing considerable difficnltv in ob-
tnining loans from the Agrienltural Banlk.
This faet is due largelx to the prejudice
whieh the hank offirials have against the dis-
frirt by reason of the failure of earlier set-
tlers. The land is gned York gum, salmon
zom and gimlet enimtryv. Tf every one of
those blocks were treated on its merits. the
holders would do well.  Another large arvea
availahle for settlement is represented by
the Balla and Dartmoeor estates. comnris-
ing in all some 55000 aeres.  This
area is distant hetween 25 and 30 miles
from the Northampton-Vuna railwav. The
land is in the main fArst elass. but the blacks
into whieh it has heen divided are too larze.
the smallest heing 5.000 aeres. To furnish
roads and water supplv for an area of i0.-
NN acres divided into blocks of not less than



(27 Ocroper, 1926.] 1723

3,000 acres would not pay the Government.
A tbousand acres in that part of the country
is quife enough for any setiler. There were
also many failures in the OQgilvy district

during the early stages, bui the settlers are.

now doing splendidly. Around Ajana the
settlers cleared the light lands and left the
heavy country until they were financially
strong enough to cope with it. Thanks to
experience gained by officers of the Agricul-
tural Department, the settlers now find it
payable to clear and fallow the heavy land,
and in this way they are obtaining good re-
turns. There is also a large area of first-
elass and second-class land and sand plain
between Yuna znd Mullewa. Owing to its
being outside the radius of 12%% miles from
existing railways, the Agricultural Bank will
not grant loans on it. The Railway Advisory
Board have stated that there is not sufficient
first class or even second class land to war-
rant an extension of the Yuna-Mullews rail-
way, but many people are prepared to take
up areas there if assistance is granted by
the Agricultural Bank. They would be with-
in the assured rainfall, and no doubt they
would do well. If, however, the hank re-
fuse to assist those intending settlers, the
area will have to remain a breeding ground
for vermin, which is greatly to the detri-
.ment of the closely settled areasin the neigh-
hourhood. I do hope the Government will
consider the purchase of the estates I have
mentioned. There is a clamour for land in
the Victoria district.

The Minister for Lands: Those two es-
iates have been referred to the Lands Pur-
chase Board.

Mr. KENNEDY: I hope business will re-
sult. Many men who would make good set-
tlers are prepared to go on these estates if
they are subdivided. The result wonld be to
provide increased traffic for the railways
and to enhance the prosperity of the whole
State.

MR. A. WANSBROUGH (Albany)
[11.10]: I desire to express my appreciation
of the Government's action in obtaining
from the Survever General a report on the
area to which so many favourable references
have heen made during this debate. That re-
port is not quite what one would like, but
nevertheless is just and fair. One could not
expect a man riding through the area in a
motor car to prepare an exhaustive report.
I am absolutely convinced that the inspection
of the Surveyor General will result in mueh

good, and will have the effect of bringing
into use mueh land that i3 now
merely a breeding ground for vermin.
The Minizter for Lands touched on
the question of vailway communication,
and I entirely agree with his statement
that vailways are needed to develop
the area referred to; but before we attempt
to settle the back country we should have a
comprehensive scheme of railway constue-
tion. Then settlers will know that within
the next five, or ten, or possibly 15 years
railway facilities will be at their disposal;
and in the meantime they can go on de-
veloping their lands. 1 will not say that
the whole of the area in question is first-
class land, but after one passes the Stirling
Range there is, towards Ongerup, a belt of
settled country, now carrying its third gen-
eration, which is worthy of specizl eonsider-
ation. Those settlers, after growing their
produce, have to cart it a considerable dis-
tance and then despatch it via a port 140
miles away instead of shipping it from their
natural pori, whieh is distant only 35 miles.
Such a state of affairs is utterly wromg. Qur
system of spur line railways, too, is wrong.
Some proposals have been put up for the
purpose of making the spur lines payable
propositions. The Migration Commission
will arrive here in a few days’ time, and I
hope that the area referred to will he one of
the proposals submitted to them.

The Minister for Lands: The proposals
to be submitted are on the Table of the
House.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: I also lope that
the long-promised Bridgetown line will be
given consideration. The report of the Sur-
veyor General, which has been read by the
Minister for Lands, is an excellent report,
considering that the journey was done at the
rate of 120 miles per day, including a Sun-
day and one day on horseback. Possibly
the report may oceasion some disappoint-
ment among the settlers, but T am convinced
that as a result of it the area will be classi-
fied and made available for selection in the
near future.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—dygricultural Bank, Industries As-
sistanre Board, Soldiers’ Land Ssttlement
£80.341, Group Seftlement £10,799, Immi-
gration £6,019, Courcil of Industrial Devel-
opment £1,753—agreed lo.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.15 p.m.



